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doetor, I feel that—quite apart from the
evidence given before the select commit-
tee—he is temperamentally uufitted for the
position be holds to-day. KEven if the ses-
sion closes without proper consideration be-
ing given by members to the report of the
sclect committee, I hope the ‘Government
will be fully seized with the wecessity for
giving cffect to the more essential recom-
mendations the committee saw fit to make,

Hou. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [1.42]: Now
that the general debate on the vote has been
coucluded, I will move—

That the vote be reduced by Z£500.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East TFre-
mantle) [1.43]: As chairman of the select
committee and on behalf of the members of
the committee I desire to say that I strongly
resent the accusations made by the Minister
for Works. I would like hon. members to
be aequainted with the position. The Stand-
ing Orders of the House were viclated by the
select cominittee for the express purpose of
cnabling Dr. Anderson to have all possible
information, everything in faect that came
under the mnotice of the seleet committee,
There were no charges made against Dr.
Anderson, but the committee thought that
some witness might possibly prefer a charge
agrinst the doctor, and that the doctor should
then be in the pogition of knowing what
was said almost as soon as the matter was
laid before the committee. Consequently Dr.
Anderson was allowed to have a copy of the
cvidence when it was available, and that was,
when the printed copies reached the com-
mittee. If a Royal Commission had been
appeinted Dr. Anderson could have been ro-
presented before it. The Minister for Works,
instead of making charges against the com-
mittee, should have expressed regret that he
did not assist in bringing about the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commisgsion which was what
wag agked for originally, The select com-
mittee had to prepare their report on the
evidence given and the only aeccusation made
ogainst Dr. Anderson 13 in regard to ad-
ministration. The committez came to the
conclusion that the administration was not
good, and they recommended- that another
system of management should be instituted.
I will real what the Standing Order 352
says with regard to evidence—

The evidence taken by any seleet com-
mittee of the House and documents pre-
sented to such committee, which have not
been reported to the Mousc shall not be
diselosed or published by any member of
the Committee or by any other person.

The committee should have abided by that
Standing Order, but they violated it in order
to let Dr. Anderson know what was going
on. Now we have the Minister for Works
acensing the committee of not acting fairly
to Dr. Andersom. Turther than that, when
Dr. Anderson appeared to give evidence he
was handed 2 typewritten copy of the cvi-
dence of another doctor which had heen
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taken on the day previously so that he might
have an opportunity to reply to that as well
if he cared to do so. Dr. Anderson took that
evidence away with him so as to peruse it
over night. The accusation of the Minister
for Works is grossly onfair, and it is not
the kind of thing that is llke]y to induce:
hon, members to undertake onerous work of
this description in the future. Charges of
bias are not likely to encourage members to,
offer their servieces in the future in conmee~
tion with matters of publie importance which
require to be investigated. In this case fhe
select committee endeavoured to frame a true
statement on the evidence submitted, and
unprejudiced members of this Assembly will,
I think, agree that they succceded in their
rask. I have nothing whatever to say against
Dr. Anderson. The réecommendation of the
select committee that the system of manage-
ment should be altercd does not suggest that
Dr. Anderson should be thrown out. There
is nothing to prevent him from receiving the

appointment of superintendent under the
new scheme.
[The Epeaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.
House adjourned at 1.50 am.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m,, and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE, STATE CHIL-
DREN DEPARTMNET.

Interim Report.
Mr., SMITH (North Perth) brought up
an interim report by the seleet commitiee

appointed to inquire into the State Chil-
dren Department,

Report received and read, and ordered to
be printed.
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QUESTION — WHEAT, PAYMENT FOR
NEW CROP.

Hon. P. COLLIER (for Hon. T, Walker)
asked the Premier: 1, Have all arrangements
been made with the Commonwealth for
payment for the coming Western Austra-
lian wheat crop? 2, What is the amount to
be paid per bushel at the sidings? 3, Will
the payment be made in full, or will only
@ portion be paid on account? 4, Was not
an absolute promise made to pay up to 5s.
-on delivery of the wheat at the sidinga?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Common-
wealth Government arrange for the money
necegsary to make the payments, 2, 5s.
per bushel. 3 and 4, The arrangement as T
understand it is to pay 5s. per bushel on de-
livery at sidings.

BILL—ANGLO-PERSIAN OIL COM-
PANY, LTD. (PRIVATE).

Report of Select Committee.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN brought up the re-
port of the sclect committee appointed to in-
quire into the B,

Report received and read.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin re-
folved: That the consideration of the report
be made an Order of the Day for Tuesday
next. .

BILI—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCH
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [4.52]:
When the Industries Assistance measure was
originally introduced, it was explained that
the purpose was to tide the country over a
temporary difienlty. The eropas at that time
were exceptionally poor, and it was thought
that legislation of this kind would give ths
Government power to assist the settlers un-
til normal times returned. However, the nor-
mal times then lJooked for have not yet re-
turned, and we still find it necessary to con-
tinue the operations of the Aet year after
year. On ihis oceasion, instead of continuing
the Act as formerly, amendments have
been embedied in the Bill to give effect to
something which the board have been doing
for the past couple of years. I helieve the
deal made by the Government with the
International Harvester Company and Harris,
Searfe & Company, Ltd, was made bhe-
fore the continuance measuré was passed
last session, and the amendments now oceu-
pying attention could well have been em-
bodied in the Bill a year aeo.

The Premier: I did not have an oppor-
tunity last year.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But the Government
of the day had the opportunity to do ap. An
agreement was entered into with certain
firms—an agreement that was unconstitu-
tional until ratifiedl by Parliament—and the
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Government of the day failed to take the
opportunity they then had to put the trans-
action on a constitutional basis, I agree with
the general policy of the Industries Assist-
ance Board. It has had a good effect on the
conntry and particclarly on the agricultural
industry. I do not know whether the Gov-
ernment or the board have considered the
question of taking stock of their clients, and
weeding out those whose position js abso-
lutely hopeless. There are many farmers
on the hoard whose position is quite hope-
less and they are mot prepared even to work
~—T do not say this applies to the majority
—hut a considerable number have no pos-
sible hope of ever making good; yet they
are just dragging on week after week, pro-
longing the agony at considerable expense to
the State, The Government shonld consider
this question in a buginesslike way, cxamine
the whole list of clients and aseertain what
prospects there are of success. ‘Those who
have a prospect of making good should if
necessary receive further assistance; those
who have not shounid be told so straight eut
and be taken off the board’s list. The inem-
ber for Canning (Mr. Robingon) whem Min-
ister, displayed great optimism in his veport
each year on the operativns of the Dboard,
When the Bill wns introdueed- by him he
expressed the opinion that within two years
the whole of the clients on the hoard, or
those worth keeping, would bz able to pay
off all their liabilities and the board wenld
antomatically go out of existense. o far
from this having proved the case, the heard
like Tennyson’s brook, seems to he going on
for ever. The Premier, in moving the see-
ond reading of the Bill, made no statement
as to whether the board had hecome a per-
manent institution or whether it was likely
eventually to go out of existence. "The Bill
has made ‘its appearance regularly for ahout
four years past, and there nppears to be no
end to the business to be done by the board.
I hone there will be no necossity to renew
the Act in the year after next. The farmers
are reaping a good harvest and-are getting
a good price for their wheat. Next vear, too,
they are guaranteed a good price and, if we
et a fair average crop, practically all the
settlers who are going to make rood should
have attained a sufficiently sound finaneial
position to get off the board. A fact worthy
of notice is that the average crops of hoard
clients are considerably helow the average
for the State and, if cffect is given to Clanse
2 of the Rill, this discrepancy should disap-
pear. Previously a man could keep stock on
his farm, and it did not come under the oporn-
tions of the hoard. We have heard rumours
that seitlers have turned their stock into
their erons and have not been bothered whether
they got a cron or not. 'The stock received
the henefit of the cerop, the owners sold the
stock, and the board did not get the pro-
ceeds of the sale,

The Premier: Where did that happen?
Mr. WILLCOCK: Where did it happenf?

Why, the dogs are barking it in the atreet,
The PREMIER: Give one instance.
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Mr. WILLCOCK: Something of the kind
must have happened. How is it the board’s
clients show an averape of three bushels be-
low the average for the State when the sea-
song werc just as good in their particular
districts? There must be some foundation for
the rumour, and the Minister ought to be
able to explain it. Of course some settlers
would defend this action on the ground that
it was good poliey. Some of them consider
it good farming to put sheep on to a ¢rop
so that the erop will stool out well. To some,
it is immaterial whether the board obtain
any results, and sheep might easily have
been kept on the crop for two or three
weeka too long and so jeopardised the sue-
cess of the erop.

Mr. Lutey: The Minister said some of the
farmers on the board had been selling their
pigs.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is undoubtedly cor-
rect, and the introduetion of the clause en-
abling the stoek on farms to be brought
under the operations of the board will have
a tendenmey to check that sort of business.
I object to the policy of the Government
talking over the liabilities of machinery
firms, The ecreditors, whether they re-
present big business or Jittle busi-
ness, should receive equality of treatment.
I do not suppose we can expect anything
very different from the present Government
who are the friends of the Dbig business
people.  The representatives of the big
macbinery firms have thus been able to get
the ear of the Goverument, and make deals
with them satisfactory to themselves. The
small business people, however, bave re-
peatedly tried to get meted out to them by
the varions Ministers who have been in
charge of the operations of the board the
same treatment that has been meted out to
the big firms. They have, however, not
been snceessfnl in their emdeavours. Men
have gone to the Minister and suggested a
composition of 3¢ per ceni. of the money
due to them by the eclients of the board,
and, although a considerably greater pro-
portion of the debts due have been granted
to the International Harvester Coy. and to
Massrs. ITarris Searfe, the smaller business
people were unable to get such an arrange-
ment made for themselvea. If there are
any credits to come in the future I hope
they will be equally distributed amongst
all ereditors, and that two or three of the
big business houses will not be able to
come along and fake the lot.

The Fremier: That cannot happen now.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The International Har-
vester Coy. and Messrs., Harris Scarfe were
cwed a considerable sum by the farmers
who are clients of the boeard. .

Mr. Hudson: The board did_at one time
differentiate.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Either unconstitution-
ally or illegally the Covernment arranged
n compoaition with the International Har-
vester Coy. and Mesers. Harris, Bearfe, and

.
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in the eourse of his recent remarks the
Premier indicated that sometbing like that
would happen in the case of Wills & Co. If
it is good business for the farmers of the
State I do not objeet to it, so long a3 we
know we shall get the money back. I think
the rate that is being paid is sufficiently
low to warrant ua in helieving that the
money will be paid back, but I do object.
to certain people taking the Jot while
others get nothing. - Business people have
put up to the Minister in charge a concrete
propesition to the ecffect that they wers
prepared to accept even 30 per cent. of the
money owing, and yet they have not been
able to draw a single pemny. I have re-
ceived a letter in connection with this
matter, which I will read. Tt will afford
the House an excellent idea of what I am
talking about, seeing that it iz from a maxn
who is direetly interested, It says—

I beg to inquire if you ean let me know
if any dividend is payable or will be
payable shortly from farmers in this dia-
triet. My account against farmers here
ia about £3,500.

That is spread over operations extending
over 10 or 12 years.
And I have not received one penny divi-
dend all this time from the Government.
The machinery firms, however, have got
from £30,000 to £40,000 in dividends.
It seems strange that some of thess farm-
ers have a good number of sheep 2nd ap-
pear to be doing well, and yet they are
kept under the I.A B, and the storekeeper
gets nothing, not even interest, after
waiting all this time, and it is time the
Government paid some dividends or put
these farmers off the I A.B.
This man has received nothing. The case
is characteristic of many othera of the
kind.
Trusting you might be in & position to
give me some information on the subject
by bringing it toe the notice of the
proper authorities.
This man and others have brought the
matter under the notice of the proper
aut.l_llorities on many occasions, but without
avail,

Ags any reasonable people will agree that
the storekeepers have not been treated
fairly there seems to be no equity about
it. Re National Bank, their clients that
were kept going by the bank by consent
of the storekeepers present a statement
of cach c¢lient and divide the surplus in
a businesslike way. But all T have had
from the LA.B. is—surplus, nil. Yours
faithfully, John Urch.

The writer of this letter has been in busi-
ness in Geraldton for 15 or 20 years, I
give the hoard credit for assisting the
farmers who are now on the land, but many
of the people on the land would not have
been able to get there had it nof been for
the assistance rendered to them by country
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storekeepers, -such as the writer of this
letter.

The Premier: You can only distribute the
surplus proceeds of the individmal farmer.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Whatever profits there
were the International Harvester people
were able to get their cut out of them.

The Premier; They got some money, hut
it does not follow they got their eut.

Mr. WILLCOCK : They got something
but this man has not got amything. I do
not know whether he has Lean particularly
unfortunate with regard to his clients, in-
agmuch as not ome of his clivnts has been
able to pay him a penny.

The Premier: He is wnfortunate.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I know of another
man in Geraldton who has been hard hit by
the farmers. Those people who have been
assisted by the country siorekcepers to get
on the land have not done the right thing
by them,

The Premier: Very likely they have mot.

Mr. WILLCOCE: When they have had
monay from the board, ingstend of saying to
the people, to those who stuck to them,
‘“Whatever share of business I may get
I will give you a portion of it,’’ they have
started co-operative stores of their own,
and have turned down thogse who stuck to
them for 15 or 20 years. That to me sav-
ours of ingratitude, and should not have
occurred. This is a characieristic case of
many others of the same kind. Tho neigh-
bourhood of Geraldton contains very few
farmers who are on the board, for the
simple reason that they were not allowed
to go on the board.

The Premier: Why; because they were
too impecunious §

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, becaunse their land
was freeheld and they had beer too lomg
established. It is a noteworthy faet that
the more a man owes to the Government
the greater amount will they advance him.

The Minister for Mines: The same as the
bank.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes. Everyone knows
the policy of the board in this respect. If
& man owes the board £1,500 and there is
any possibility of their getting it back he
can always get a further advance of £500.
If, howaver, a farmer only cwes the board
£200 or £300, when he applies fer a further
advance he i3 told to go somewhere else,
and get the accommodation at a cobsider-
ably increased rate of interest. There are
others whe possess good and sound securi-
ties who cannot get a shilling onut of the
board, and have to go to a bank and pay
two or three per cent. more for the money
than they would have had to pay if the
board had advaneed it to them,  This is
how they are rewarded for their thrift and

industry. I take it that the board was
brought into existenee in order to help
those who would help themsslves. There are

many people on the board who firmly in-
tend to stay there, and who arc always in
receipt of assistance, but men who are al-
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ready in a good sound position on their
farms are unsble to get on the board when
they want a little help. The present policy
of the board is to chase the bad debts so
that they may recover their money, and to
leave the good people to scrateh for them-
selves, even thongh these more industrious
persons may be forced to pay two or three
per cent. more for their money than they
need do if the board would lhelp thom.

The Premier: Can you give me the names
of any people who cannot get on the board,
and I will make inquiries?

Mr. WILLCOCK: T do not want to he
an informer, but what I have said is well
known in the country.

The Premier: Is it a matter of ‘‘they
say’’?

Mr, WILLCOCK: No. I could supply the
names of individuals who owe £200 or £300,
but were not allowed to get on the board.
Because of that they were driven to the
banks where they had to pay up to nine per
cent. for their money, which they ecounld
have got from the hoard at five per cent.
They were freehold farmers and either they
or their parents had becn on their farms
for 25 years.

Mr. Maley: Did that happen recently or
in the early dayst

Mr. WILLCOCE: In the early days.
Something similar to what has happened
here is happening in New South Wales, I
have here a Press cutting under date of
October 15th. Tmagine the feclings of Mr.
Ureh when he reads this—

On his assumption of the econtrol of the
Agricultural Department to-day, Mr. Ash-
ford outlined a comprehensive scheme for.
the assistance of farmers affected by the
serious drought conditiens which pre-
vail. ‘‘Provision,’’ said Mr. Ashford,
¢¢is to be made at whatever cost to tide
necessitous farmers over their period of
adversity, so that they may siay on the
land, and increase the general prodnctiv-
ity of the State next year.”’ :

This is practically om ali fours with what
oceurred in this State when Mr. Johnson
was Minister for Agriculture,

The Government appeals to store-
keepers, machinery firms and others to
refrain  from harassing their  farmer
clients,

Faney a man being asked not to harass his
elients! Almost the same thing oecurred
here when Mr. Jobnson was Minister for
Agriculture. The Government of New
South Wales are now appealing to the store-
keepers and the machinery firms and others
not to harass their clients.

The Premier: The man who wrote the
letter is not in New Bouth Wales,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Fancy this man writ-
ing for advice in connection with the Indus-
tries Assigtance Board, as to whether it had
been good business for him or whether he
should refrain from harassing his clients.

It is proposed to establish representative

boards in each ghire to ascertain what are
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the actunl needs of the farmers, and to

distribute the aid which is necessary to

save the agricultural industry of the

State. Unfortunately the much needed

rains lave not fallen, and, although there

have been light fulls in some districts, the
position is still very serious from a farm-
ing point of view, In some districts the
drought has lasted more than two years.
In New South Wales the Goverument are
appealing to the Business people and creditors
of the farmers wot to harass them at this
particular time. The same thing was done
here. The business people in Western Aus-
tralia, who five or six years ago assisted the
farmers and refrained from harassing them
all this time, are now in such a position that
they will not get o single shilling out of the
operations of the board. It is evident that
there iz something seriously wreng with the
administration of this bgard. Whether things
will be all right now that the wheat business
is to be fixed up I do not know. I hope that
when the goods, chattels and sheep, ote.,
come in from the clients of the board they
will be taken over by the board, and used
to pay some of these people the moncy that
has for so long been .owing to them. I know
of one man who iz owed £10,000, although
he allowed £3,000 more to be taken off what
was due to bim. Me has received very little
by way of dividends from the board. There
is another man in the Northampton distriet.
I have frequently met him on the doorstep
of the Industries Assistance Board, where
he has been endeavouring to effect some ar-
rangement wherehy he can get semething
out of the operations of the board to enable
him to carry on his business. When intro-
ducing the Bill the Premier said that if there
was any profit aceruing from these pay-
ments, the Government wounld kecp it.

.The Premier: Not on past transactions,

Mr, WILLCOCE: I am sure that the
farmers will be well able to look after them-
sclves, )

- Mr. Maley: You do not think we have
been consulted heforchand, do you?

Hon. P. Colliecr: Do you believe the
farmer will pay the Government?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Me will have to pay
the Governwment, because his assets are as-
signed to the Industries Assistance Board.
If the Premicr is looking to business of this
kind for the reduction of his deficit, he is
leaning on a broken reed. The member for
Pingelly (Mr. Hickmott) disclosed the atti-
tude of the farmers when speaking on the
water rate business last session. Someone in
all scriousness pointed out that the Govern-
ment had given the farmers ¢‘final notice,”’
whercupon the member for Pingelly smiled
and said that the farmers tock no notice of
‘‘final notices.’’ T hope the Premier will
not continue the policy of fostering big
business, and giving to big business all the
money that comes out of the Industries As-
sistance Board. There are ereditors of the
farmers to be found all over the State, and
the whole of those creditors should be
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treated on o footing of equality. Why do
not the Government say to the other credi-
tors, “‘Tf you will aceept the same ferms as
the machinery firms, we will deal with you
also’*¢ .

The Premier: X give this assurance, that
it the debts arc bad, we will not touch them.
It must be a good deal for the Industries
Assistance Board if they buy a debt.

Hon. P. Collior: Will you buy all good
debts?

The Premier: Certainly. Wonld not you
do so at this rate?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

My, WILLCOCK: The Government should
definitely treat everyone on a footing of
equality in this respect.

The Premicer: 8o we do.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The International Har-
vester Company and Harris, Scarfe, & Co,
are the only people who have becen able to
get anything out of the Industries Assist-
ance Board so far. People who have kept
farmers on the land for 15 or 16 years re-
ceive nothing when there are profits to be
distributed. That is the effect of what hos
been done by the Government. Big people
with influence, the International Harvester
Coy. and Harris, Scarfe aund Coy.,, have had
congideration; and George Willa & Co. are
eoming along now. The man who put the
farmer on the land and kept him there is
better than the man who merely sold mach-
inery to the farmer.

The Premier: Every man who sells maehin-
ery is a rogue.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not say anything
of the kind, but I do say that the man who
put the farmer on the land is better than
the one who merely sold him machinery,

The Premier: Have peopls away from
Geraldton complained to you about not re-
ceiving payment of their accounts?

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am not the Treasurer
of this State by a long way yet, and 1 do
not cxpeect people all over the country to
communicate with wme. If the ‘*West Aus-
tralian’’ were to print my remarks in ex- -
tenso, I would not be surprised to receive
letterg eonveying similar complaints from 20
or 30 different centres throughout the State,
letters pressing me to get the Government
to de something in the' matter. I do know,
however, that other storckeepers have been
treated in the same way and are unable to
get any money. Any assets resulting frem
the working of a farm, whether from wheat
or from sheep or from pigs or from caftle,
shoald be made available to the people who
have helped the farmer for years.

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn) . [5.21]: T think
wo are all agreed om the general principle
of the Tndustries Assistance Board, but to-
dny we are concerned more particularly with
this amending Bill, and in that Bill there is
a proposal to which I take serious exception.
The bhoard at present advance mongy on the
seeurity of the land and crops and general
assets of the borrower, with which the Gov-
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ernment have supplied him, Under this Bill,
however, it i3 proposed to extend the board’s
statutory sedurity over, the whole of the
ussets of the borrower, to the exclusion of
all other creditors, unless those ecreditors are
themselves secured.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: But the Government
urc _paying the other creditors.

Mr., HUDSON: But there is no obliga-
tion on the part of the Government te pay
the other creditors, If there were, my ob-
jection would bave no weight. The Govern-
ment are not giving any undertaking to pay
those debts, and yet they are taking security
over the heads of individual ereditors, Thus
the outside ecreditors will be deprived of
their remedy. Let me quote an actual case
to illustrote the position. I have a client
who waa formerly the possessor of two horses
and two drays, with the necessary harness.
He sold the horses, and was left with the
drays and harmess. He was one of those
young-old men who wanted to go to the
Front. 1le was imbued with the patriotic
spirit, and he enlisted. He sold one dray
and harness to one farmer, and the other
dray and harness to another farmer; and
he took what he thought to be some degree
of security for the payment of the two
amounts due, about £15 cach. He accepted
promissory notes payable at long dates. Re-
turning from the war recently, he found that
the farmers had not met the bills they had
given, and le sought advice, TUnder his in-
structions I wrote to the two farmers de-
manding payment of the amounts of the
bills. Both-the farmers replied, quite casu-
ally, to the effect that they admitted having
given the promissory notes to thia soldier,
that they acknowledged having got this
credit, that they admitted owing the money,
and that they referred me to the Inmdustries
Asgistance Board, If the drays and harness
are still in the possession of the farmers,
the soldier has a reasonable possibility of
recovering part of the money owing to him.
But, if this Bill is carried, without the In-
dugtries Assistance Board being bound in any
way to redeem the obligations of the farmers,
the hoard ecan take security over all the
nssets, ineluding the drays and harness, and
not pay the soldier exeept rateably with
themselves at a distribution of money heing
profits from ithe working of the farms, That
i3 an injustice, and I think the matter may
be dealt with more extensively in the Com-
mittee stage, when I propose to move an
amendment,

Mr., MALEY (Greemough) [526]: T
listened attentively to the remarks of the
member for Geraldton (Mr, Willcock) re-
garding the seope of the operations of ma-
chinery merchants and of individual store-
keepers. The machinery firms have never
aold any of their plant to farmers exeept on
the hire purchase system, and if the farmer’s
bills were not met the machinery firms always
had the right to take repossession of the ma-
chinery, The capital outlay of the Indus-
tries Assistunce Board would have been in-
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creased by almost angther million sterling if
the board had bad to buy off all the machin-
ery firme or to protect the farmers against
the undoubted claims under the hire purchase
agreements.  Unfortunately for the atore-
keepers they were not protested by hire pur-
chase agreements, or anything of that nature.
I candidly admit that the.country store-
keeper of Western Australia has done a con-
siderable amount towards the agricultural de-
velopment of the State by giving the strug-
gling farmors goods on credit, I trust some
schemo will be devised whereby the store-
keeper may receive consideration, as well as
the machinery merchant. [ may remind the
member for Geraldton, and other members
opposite, that the principal Aect swas intro-
duced when members now in Opposition were
sitting on the Treasury benches.

Mr. Willeoek: Tt was introduced as a tem-
poTary measure.

Mr. MALEY: It was cutitled an Act to
enable seed wheat and other commodities to
he supplied to farmers during a period of
drought. T hold no brief whatever for the
assisted settler who does not acknowledge his
oblizations to the Statc and to every other
creditor. It is a faet that many farmers in
the northern distriets who were stricken in
the same way as the farmers elsewhere who
have received assistance, never approached
the Government for relief, but went to their
own banking institutions. It would be a
sweeping assertion to say, as the member for
Geraldton has said, that a fairly large per-
centage, almost a majority, of the farmers
on the Industries Assistance Board went on
the board in order to evade their obligations,
andwith the intention of disregarding their
obligations to the board when they got on.
Most of those farmers were never in a posi-
tion to make a success of their holdings.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Did the momber for Ger-
aldton say what you quote him as having
said ¥

. MALEY: I understood him to say

Mr, O’Loghlen: I do not think he said, a
majority,

Mr, MALEY: Not a majority, but a very
Jarge minority.

Mr. Wilicock: I did nof.

Mr. MALEY: That wag what I understood
the hon. member to say.

Mr, Willeock: The member for Greenough
has misunderstood me. I did not say even a
large minority. I said, a considerable num-
ber. 1 specifically stressed that point.

Mr. MALEY: Tt has been the policy of the
Government for some time to assist those
scttlers who were allowed to go on the hoard
in the early dayas of its administration when
there was a rush from all over the Btate to
take advantage of the shelter offered by the
board, and more particularly by those who
were farming less than 100 acres of land.
Hon. members must recognise that any man
who farms less than 100 acres, or even less
than 500 acres, has not much chance of mak-
ing a success, and it has been the policy of
the board in later years to make further ad-
vances, throngh the Agrievlfural Bank to those
people to give them a chante to make good.
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It was a poliey of the State that made our
agricultural areas capable of development,
aud leiped the settlers to make a living by
wheat growing alone, which, many with ex-
perience know, is a big gamble. I intend
to attack the amendment in Comimittee, be-
cause it scems Lo e to be like locking the
stable door after the horse hus been stolci.
The Act has been in force sinee 1915, and if
there was any oceasion to protect the board
in vegard to assisted settlers in the inter-
vening period, the Premier knowa that the
nceessary action wns not taken. At the pre-
sant time the people whe are on the board
have a chance of making a fair recovery
within the next few years, and that being the
ezsc there should not be the nececssity to in-
troduce an amendment of this description,
The members of the board themselves are not
unanimous on this point, and never have
been, The member for Camning, when Min-
ister controlling this department, made many
misstatenents, not wilfully of couwrse, when
he outlined the position to the Houge in 1917.
The position was then so good that he de-
alared it was a wmatter of ouly & year or two
before the board, having fulfilled its fune-
tions, would be relegated amongst the things
of the past, Those who knew something
of the situation considered that that
statement was too optimistie. As I
have already stated, I do not hold any
brief for scttlers who have taken ad-
vantage of the Act in order to evade
their obligations, but [ am of opinion
that as the measurc was introduced for a
special purpose it should be permitted to
complete its functions. Iivery man who is
trying to redeem his obligation will have a
chance during the next two or three years
to make good, and the opportunity should
be given him to do that. Of course we all
desire to see the termination of the Aect,
but it cannot be denied that it has been a
useful piece of legislation beeause it has
enabled many whe were in a bad way to cul-
tivate cuough land to help them to get out
of their difficulties. There will be some hope
for the termination of the measure’ within
the next few years, but not before, T would
like the Premier when replying to state
whether the board are unanimous in asking
for this power the Bill proposes to give,

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [5.37]: T have
no cobjection whatever to the continuance of
this measure, and neither have 1 any ob-
jeetion to the amendment.

HAon. W. C, Angwin: The last ¢lause is the
only one that should pass.

Mr. TROY: With the member for Gerald-
ton T criticise the action of the Government
in making agreements to purchase agsets of
certain large corporations whilst at the same
time they are neglecting the just demands of
another body in the State who are equally,
if not more, deserving, It has to be remem-
bered that if it had not heen for the small
atorekeeper the farmer would not have been
in the position to purchase machinery; neither
would he have had assets which induced tho
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machinery companies to sell him machinery
on the hire-purchase system. I object to the
special consideration which is being given to
these large corporations, and to the negleet
on the part of the Government to do ordin-
ary jostice to a body of ecitizens in the
State. Some reference has been made to
the faet that the Government in purchasing
these assets have made a decent deal, and
that they will have a econsiderable surplus
over and above what they paid for the asseta,
[n my opinion assets which may have been
worth £200,000 when the Act was first passed

are only worth half that sum to-day. For
instance, sacond-hand machinery im very
many cases has heen badly handled, The

farmers who are on the board have always
been in such a difficult finaneial position that
they bhave never been able to provide proper
shelter for machinery. In a majority of
instances it has been kept in the open field,
and. consequently it has deteriorated to a
congiderable extent. In my opinion the
farmers will yet come along and ask the
Governnient to wipe off some of their ‘lia-
bilities.

Hon. P, Collier: Oh, surely they will not.

Mr. TROY: The firins have made a very
decent deal, and they have got out of this
business very well. I cannot understand the
objection raised by the member for Green-
ough (Mr. Maley) to the Government taking
over livestock,

Mr. Maley: Why did they not put it in
the Bill at the start?

Mr. TROY: A farmer on the Industries
Assistance Board has ereditors, "and those
creditors may have a lien on his propery,
and on his livestock alse. Why should not
the Government, which is the most benevo-
lent creditor, be in a similar positioni I
cannot understand it. The hon, member’s
objection is because certain of his constitn-
ents have raised a ery against the Govern-
ment taking livestock. The Government are
in the position of trustees, and they have to
adminigter an estate in the interesta of the
farmer and his ereditors. The Government
are not creditors; they are merely trustees.
They have carried on the farm until sueh
time as the farmer was able to meet his lia-
bilities.

Mr, O’Loghlen: The farmer’s hope of
raying the storckeeper would have heen
Buckley’s but for the Government keeping
him on the land.

Mr. TROY: The Government pro-
vide  reasonable  snstenance for  the
farmer on the Industries  Assistanece

Board, and since that farmer is assured
of so much of his sustenance, and ¢an pro-
duee the Test on hia farm, he is in a very
happy position as against other farmers not
on the board, and so he ought to he exceed-
ingly grateful to the Government. The Gov-
ernment give the I.A.B. farmers special con-
gideration. How on earth can it be claimed
that those people are badly treated in hav-
ing their live stock and other chattels talen
over by the Government as trustee? If one
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requires to purchase bags, the merchant
wants his cash; as against that, the Govern-
ment wait until the farmer realises on his
harvest. In my opinion, men on the LAB.
are a specially privileged eclass, . Like the
mewmber for Geraldton (Mr. Willeoek) T do
not condemn the farmers on the LAB. Some
of them are of the very best of settlers. Not
all of them are of this elazs. T know one
who owns 3,000 sheep. He employed a man
to put in his crop. When that man applied
for his wages, he was referred to the LAB.
‘The Government inspector allows the LA.B.
farmer a percentage of the wages paid for
asgistance, but those farmers can employ
wther men.

The Premier: And they have to pay them.

Mr. TROY: How are they to get the
money? This farmer referred his labourer
to the LA.B., saying, ‘*You were employed
to put in my crop, and you cannot get any
payment out of my sheep.”’ Tt was a most
dishonest action, uotwithstanding which the
farmor is sheltered by the TAB. Since the
Government maintain the farmers on  the
bonrd, make provision for them, prolect
them from prosecution, postpone their debts
and carry them on from year to year, I think
the farmers so favoured ought to have no ob-
jertion to handing over their goods and chat-
tels to so benevolent a Government, It has
heen said that it s time the Government
pusheds off the hoawl farmers who are not
{doing a fair thing. T have leard of such
farmers. But consider this remarkable fea-
ture: The arrangement made is to push off
the board these men who are doing well,
those who are industrions and are making
good, whereas the Government are prepared
to retain a number of farmers whe for wvar-
ious reasons, principally for tack of indus-
try, will never make good.

The Premier: They are fired off.

Mr, TROY: No, that is just the trouble.
Of course failure is not always due to lack
of industry. T know some farmets on land
which they were indnced to take np, when
the Premier was Minister for Lands, on the
-assuranee that it wouldl grow wheat,

The Premier: Give ns some names.

Mr. TROY: There are the Brenkley
brothers in my distriet, sober, intelligent,
jndustrious  men, deserving of the hest

of farms; yet the land they hold iz mo
good. Such men ought to reeecive every
eonsideration. But in  many  instances
the non-suceessful farmer 18 not in-
<lustrions, and never will be. T have
Teard it said that the farmer is the one man
in the community who throughout the war
stuck to his job and refused to go out on
strike.  Why should he, sceing that he is
working for himself and has expectations of
reaping the whole of his productd

Mr. Pickering: That iz not quite frue.

Mr. TROY: Tt is absolutely true. Of his
wown enterprise and industry he receives
practically the full product. He works for
1o other man. The credit which it is sought
to give the farmer for not having gome out
on strike eannot ‘be seriously entertained be-
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cause, as I say, he is working for himself.
I will admit that the burden of increased
prices falls most leavily on the farmer and
other primary producers, together with the
wage-earners, But the farmer is borne up
by the knowledge that the more he produces
the greater will be his competency, whereas
the railway worker and the miner realise
that no matter how hard they work the re-
sult will be the same. T agree with the main
principle of the Bill, but I cannot approve
the special concern shown by the Government
for certain interests, If the amendment pro-
posed by the member for Yilgarn (Mr. Hud-
son) will afford a greater measure of justice,
I will support it. The LA.B. has heen of
material advantage to the people of the
State. 1t is one of the measeres which were
introduced by the Labonr Government and,
ltke all other reforms intreduced by that
Government, it met at the outsct with the
bitterest opposition from those whom it was
intended to serve. Just as the farmers have
condemued the wheat pool, but now approve
it, 82 did they in the beginning e¢ondemn the
LA.B. which they now applaud, T know sev-
eral instances of farmers giving the Govern-
ment less than a fair deal in return for what
has been done for tham, T have knawn come
to a siding trucks consigned to persons who
had no coxistence, and I have seen those
trucks go haek full of wheat railed by other
persons, That is not giving the Gavernment
o fair deal. Still, T believe that a majority
of the LAB, farmers are endeavouring to
make good. I will do my utmost to sce that
those men get a fair deal. In my opinion
the basis of snecessful land settlement is
good land. T will support the Bill, reserv-
ing the right to fall in with any amendment
whieh seems to provide a greater measure of
justice,

Hon. W. O, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.59]: T cxpected to hear members
of the Country party on the sceond reading.
Surely those who pose as representatives of
the farmers should express their approval of
a Bill specially designed in the interests of
the farmers. At the very least we should
have the opinion of the leader of the Coun-
try party as a guide, not only to those sup-
porting him, but to those on this side of the
House, who at all times are ready to assist
the farmers.

The Monorary Minister : There are some
members who can be neither led nor driven,
but are ntterly obstinate.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No doubt the
Honorary Minister ¢omes in thal ecategory.
I am surprised that the Government have
brought down a measure such as this, They
are taking up the business of wmoncy lend-
ers, an oecupatien followved for many
years by people belonging to the Jewish
persuasion.

The Minister for Works:
wseal sign hanging outf .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Tt is time the
Government put the three balls up. :

Have we the



1620

Mr. Harrison: Do you not regard it as

relieving the farmers?

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: T shall deal with
that presently. Neo doubt the CGovernment,
by this Bill, are making another bid for a
continuation of the support of the party
known as the farmers and settlers or Conn-
try party.

Hon, P. Collier: The Government have
been Instructed that the support of the
Country party is conditional vwpon passing
this Bill.

Hon, W. ¢. ANGWIN: Some years ago,
before the present Premier took office, a de-
putation waited on the Government with a
view to getting them to compornd with the
various merchants for the debts of farm.
ers, the idea being to relieve the farmers
from what was described us the power held
over them by the merchants.

Mr. Harrison: That did vot ccme from
the farmers, but from the merchants.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It eame¢ from the
Farmers and Settlers’ Association, The ont-
come was that the Premier of the day, who
ordinarily would not have atten pted to do
anything contrary to the aws of the land,
inmimediately feceded to  the request  fo
pacify the farmers, That deputation was
so successful that another well known gen-
tleman who was not a member of the
armers and  Settlers’ Association—I must
tnke the word of the lender of the Country
party.that he was noet a member—a gentle-
man uamed 8. J. MeGibben——

Mr. Harrison: T did
from the farmers.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Based on the sue-
voss of the aetion previously taken, Mr.
MeGibbon formulated @ scheme in regard
to some of the machinery merchants. This
gentleman, of course, placed his scheme be-
fore the Farmers and Settlers’ conference,
and they approved of it without a dissenti-
ent voice.

Hon. P. Collier: Hence we find the Bill
here.

The Minister for Works:
journal you have hefore you?

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: The only paper
printed in Westorn Awustralin which gives
the truth about the farmers.

The Minister for Works: What is it?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The ‘“‘Primary
Producer,’’ T counnend this paper for net
hiding aaything; they are not even back-
ward in elaiming what they did not get.
Dealing with this question at the Farmers
and Settlers’ conference, Mr. MeGibbon

said it not arise

What is that

was rather afraid there would be a popular

outery against the course of action he pro-
posed.

Hou. P. Collier: He knew they had not
a good case.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWTN: He was afraid the
people might raise opposition if the Gov-
ernment took aetion on the lines he pro-
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posed, Aceording to the ‘lrimary Pro-
ducer’’ he said—
1f there is going to be any popular

outery against the scheme proposed when
the details are being arrived at, as the
schemme will have to go hefore Parlia-
ment and the Cowntry party will require
to support that enabling mensure, it will
be necessary to  guardl agaiust any
cleventh hour retraction.

Hon. P. Collier: e put the
them.

Hen, W. C. ANGWIN:  That was the
erack of the whip. He was afraid that
even some members of the Country party
might realise this was a barcfaced scheme-
te impose upon the finances of the State,
and would even vetrnet at the eleventh
hour.

The Prenijer:
in this Bill

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That was the be-
ginning of the scheme. The Premier’s Bill
is the result of representaiims made priev
to the big scheme being developed.

The Premier: No, that is not so.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is so; the pre-
sent Premier was not in office when the re-
J'resentations were made.

The Premicr: 1 am lhere now and 1T have
the Bill. |

Hou. W, C. ANGWTN: The Gavernment
of the day yiclded to the request made by
tha Coiintry party. The hest thing which
those members who do not belong to the
Country party «an do is to retive from the
Chamber. The Country party centrol the
Goverument. 1 do not remecmber oue soli-
tary rcquest of uny importauce pnt up te
the Government by the Country party dur-
ing the last two or three Years that has
beenr turned down by the Gevernment.

whip on

There i3 not & word of his:

The Honorary Miuister: Showing how
VEry genuine our requests were,
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Not at all. A

party compact was entered into o turn ont
of office the Labour party, who would not
go the whole hog.

The Premier: I do not kunow of a single
request given cffect to by legislation.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: The only member
of the Country parvty who has spoken o
this Bill is the member for Greenough (Mr.
Maley). The very clause in this Bill to
protect the Government Ffor any advances
which they muke is the only ciguse to which
the member for Greenough objects.

The Honorary Minister: And you object
to all the othars,

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: JIn other words,
the member for Greenough says to the Gov-
ernment, ‘‘Take over our liabilities gnd
pay our debts, but you mnst not touch us
in gny way or protect yourselves in regard
to the assets you hold and which yon have
purchased for ms.?’

The Premier: There ig not oue word ahout
buying debts.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The hon. mem-
ber’s omnly objection to the Bill was in
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respect to this one clause. I wonder he
dees not think himself justified in asking
what right have the Government to take a
lien over shesp or machinery which the Gov-
ernment have purchased for the farmer.

Mr. Harrison: Which were not bought by
the Government.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Greenough objected to the whole clanse.

Mr. Harrison: Yon are wrong.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
have no right to take seenrity over anything
even if they do lend the farmers money.
That is the policy of the Government. I do
not think they carry their policy out,

Mr. Pickering: It is time we got you omn
this side of the Honse.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is not the
policy of the Government to enter into trad-
ing.

gI‘he Premier: No it is not; this 15 not
trading. .

Hon. P. Collicr: This is worse; it is
speculation. ,

Hon. W, €, ANGWIN: There is some

lonesty in trading Dut we find that the Gov-
ernment have sunk beneath that and taken
on gambling in which there is no honesty.
The Ciovernment have entered into a gamble
as regards the purchasg of this machinery.
I ask membera whether they honestly in
their gquict and sane moments

Hon, P. Collier: Tt they have any.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: Do they honestly
believe that the machinery merchants of
Ameriea, who are the biggest business peo-
Ple being dealt with, would hand over and
componnd with the Gevernment if they eounld
not see they were getting a beunefit ont of it?
Does the Premier desire te inveigle us into
the helief that such would bhe the case?

The Honorary Minister: 1t is a deeent
and honourable hargain,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: 8o far this year,
wo have not received the repert of the In-
dustries Assistanee Board but, according to
returns laid on the 'Table last year, the
amount of mouey owing o creditors which
even the Industrics Assistauce Bourd de-
clared to be bad awmounted to ne less than
£45,806. These are some of the machinery
elaims  which the Government have pur-
chased. The board said these debts were
bad; in other words that it would never be
possible to colleet them. These debis repre-
sent to 2 very large extent the machinery
purchased by the farmers to earry on their
farming operations.  Again, we find that
doubtful debts amounted *o £294,013, all
owing to outside ereditors, and these are the
persons whom the Government have relieved
of the farmers’ debts. The Government have
stepped in and relieved the merchants and
ecompounded with them by accepting =so
mueh in the pound for these bad and
doubtful debts. I guarantee there are not
many good debts amongst them.

' Hon. P. Collier: They would not part
with the good debts.

The Premier: Ves, they parted with the
whole of their debts.
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Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: These firma ac.
cepted bonds for the payment of these debts,
doubtful debts £294,000, bad debts £45,300,

The Premier: All for machinery?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: No, but all debts
owing to outside creditors, and a very large
percentage of farmers’ debts represents
machinery.

Hon, P. Collier: The Premier
said it was mostly for machinery.

The Premier: 1 bave not bought any
debls. J do not eare whether you pass the
Bill or not. .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Most of these
debts were purchased hefore the resent
Premier assumed ofice.  The ex-Minister
for Tndustries, the wember for Cauning
(Mr. Robinson), said the Labour party
should have been indicted in regard to the
action they took. This is where the money
of the State ia going, T do not know where
the Government will find the money to pay
the defieit if they wse their funds so reek-
lessly as this.

Hon, P. Collier:

himgelf

Six per cent, loan money.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pam,

Hon. W, C, ANGWTIN: Tn 1913, when the
Tndnstries Assistauce Aet was passed, pro-
vision was made in the third scliedule to
show how the money, which was reecived
by the Ilndustrics Assistanee Board from
the farmers in payvment of their linbilities,
wounld he distributed, The schedule is as
follows:—

(1) One halt of one current or past
due payment for approved machinery, (2)
Current year’s rates and taxes. (8) Onmo
year’s interest due to other morteagees
or holders of venidors’ liens, (4) Current
year’s Water Supply rates and charges.
{(5) Balance of one current or one past

doe payment for approved machinery.
(4) Rent fur not exceeding 12 months
due to Department of Lands. (7) The ap-

plicaut’s eash requirements to not exceed-
ing 25 per ecent. of the surplus then re-
maining, and debis ineurred in the work-
ing expenses of planting and harvesting
the erop of the 1918-14 season. (8) Other
debts ineluding rents in arrear or moneys
due for advances made to enalle an ap-
plicant to pay arrears of rent, ete.
The hasis on which this sehedule was put
inte the Aet was an agrcement which had
been entered into by the various merchants
and husiness people, who had been trading
with the farmers of the State. A very large
amount has been paid by the T.A.B. for the
farmers in aecordance with the agrecment.
Anyone looking through thig weturn eamnot
but come to the conelusion that instead of
those porsons wha were trading in wachin-
ery, and who knew full well that » lot of
that machinery would be in a hadly damaged
state through heing left ont in the wouther
withont any eover for some econsiderable
time. suffering any loss. in all probability
the avrangement made by the Government-
will show them a profit.
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The Honorary Minister: Do you not think
that was taken into consideration?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T do not kuow.

The Honorary Minister: T refer to the
condition of the machinery.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: A great number
of the machinery merehants are alive to their

interests in regard to this arrangement with
the Government, and far more alive than
those officers of the Government are
in  making the agreement with the
creditors, I  remember disenssing thia
guestion on one oceasion with a per-
son who' trades in machinery. At that

time he had just received a letter from a
farmer, who had bought a plengh from him,
telling him that he was leaving the land, that
he had paid his first instalments on the
plough, and asking Lim to take it back,
This gentleman told me if he had sent for
the plough, repainted it, and put in on the
market again as a second-hband plongh, it
wounld have paid him better to have left the
Plough on the farin, He therefore did so. It
paid him better to lose the balance of the
payment than to send for the implement, do
it up, and resell it

The Honorary Minister: You are putting
your farmer friend up to a pretty good
point.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I quote this in-
stance to illustrate the faet that in all prob-
ability a lot of the machinery the Govern-
mept have purchased will be on all fours
with this particular plough.

Mr. Harrison: I suppose it was a cheap
single-furrow plough?

Hou, W, C. ANGWIN: I did not ingunive,
The probabilitics are that if the Govern-
ment send for the machinery, which they will
not do, and we. know they will not do, in-
stead of there being a profit for them, there
will be a loss. TInstead of the Government
making a good bargain by this arrangement
that they have cntered into, the resunlt will
most likely be bad from the point of view
of the State. Tn all probability, alse, a
large number of those persons for whom this
arrangement has been made are on the list
as had and doubtful debts. We hare many
amall storckeepers in the State, who, doring
the trying period, went bankrupt.  Some
lost everything they had owing to the fact
that the farmers could not pay their accounts.
There is no talk of any arrangement so far
ag they are coneerned. Tf the Government
adopt this principle so far as one industry
is affected, it is necessary that it shonld he
adopted in the case of other industries.

The Honorary Minister: Has not that been
done?

Hon. W. C.
of.

The Honorary Minister: Not
tion with the mining industry$

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: ¥Have the Gov-
ernment compounded with ereditors eon-
netted with that industry?

. The Honorary Minister: We have stepped
in” between owners of machinery and the

ANGWIN: Not that I know

in connee-
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mining people in order to cuable them to

continne,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Have they paid
oft the owners of machinery at reduced rates
in order to protect the mining people? 1If a
principle i3 good in ome case, it 1a good in
unother. There are many ecitizens of this
State, T do not eare whether they are briek-
layers, plasterers, or labourers who, if they
are in debt and desire to make arrangements
with their ereditors to reccive so mueh in
the ponnd and get a clean sheet, have as
much right to ask the Government to fimi
the money for this purpose as the farmers
have. Tf the Government are entering into
tlis business as moneylenders, as they are
doing——

Hon, T. Walker: Mouey givers.
Hon, W, . ANGWIN: Then they should
embrace everybody., It is called a loan,

though T think a good deul of the money is
given, This is a bad prineiple, 1 i5 a
principle in conmection with which the
finances of the State should not be awmployved.
Tt was never intended that the Government
should enter into this ling of hnsiness. 1In
order to justify their actions, the Prowmier,
in effeet, says, ‘*We hold the assets of the
farmer; we take his wheat; we only can sell
his wheat; we will not allow any person’ to
trade in it, ond are going to make the farmer
pay up the full amount although we have
been able to get this machinery nt a reduecd
rate.  There will be no loss to us: the
farmer will not get the benefit of it; we
have entered into an arrangement for the
full amount to bhe paid to us, and the farmer
has to pay us instead of the merchant.’”’
That bluff will not go down with me. I do
not believe the Premier hag any intention of
making the farmers pay anything mere than
the Government will pay, plus interest. In
ail probability in a number of instances the
Government will not be able to realise the
amount they have paid, and in such cuses
will lose on the tramsaction. Many whole-
sale and retail traders in the State wonld be
only too pleased if the Government took
over their responsibilities and debts from
gome of their clients on a basis similar to
that which has been adopted by the Govern-
ment in this instance. They would jump at
the chance, and would be justified in doing
80.

Mr. Harrison: That case is not on all fours
with the other.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I do not expect
the hon. member to think se. The Govern-
ment should be no respectors of pergous.
Every citizen in the State should he served
alike, 1f the Government do not do so, and
Ao not realise that cach citizen is of equal
value with the other, in the matter of Gov-
esrnment assistance, they will not be carry-
ing out their dnties fairly and honestly.
They took their oath to do so at the time
they wore sworn in,

Mr. Harrison: They have assisted every
unit in the State.
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Hon, W, U, ANGWIN: They have assisted
ouly one unit; the other units have bad to
do the best they could for themselves. Take
the case of the Ameriean gompany, which
the Government were foolish enough to buy
out. This conmpany was sending money ont of
the State and had come here for the purpose
of profiteering. They failed in their de-
sires so far as agrieultural implements
were concerned, and they then found a fool
of a QGovernment, to buy them out.
They go away to Amevica langhing in their
sleceves to think what fools they found the
Government here.  In my opinion the Bill
should not pass, oxcept as regards its last
clause.  The principle of the measure as a
whole would Dbe detrimental to the best in-
terests of the State.

The Honorary Minister: It has been dons,

Hon. W, ANGWIN: That is no justifica-
tion whatever for passing the Bill, Tf it has
heen done, it has been doue contrary to law.
When the Labour party were in power, they
were told that they ought fo be impeached
in conncction with something not nearly so
had as this. In fact, for the action in re-
speet of which we¢ were told we should be
impenched we had a law on the statute-book,
We were legally authorised to spend the
meney.  In this instance, however, the pre-
sent Governtnent have spent wmoney wrong-
folly, and now bring in this measure to legal-
ise their unlawful actions.

Mr. Maley: Your Cabinet made a very
grave mistake in their administration of the
Judustries Assistance Aet.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: If we made only
one mistake, we are very well satisfied. But
the mistake of the present Government ean
hardly be termed a mistake, since the action
was taken by the advice of the legal gentle-
man in the Cabinet. Tt was really a violation
of the laws of this eountry. And that kind
of thing has been doune with the knowledge
of the Attorney General, who should guide
the Government in legal matters. I trust hon.
niembers will deal with the Bill as I suggest.
Tt is desirable that the Industries Assistance
Board shouldd be elosed down as early as pos-
sible, so that the farmer may again have per-
feet freedom in dealing with his own affairs;
which would be far better for him and for
the State. Seeing, however, that the Indus-
tries Assistance Board cannot very well be
cloged down at the present time, the last
clause of the Bill will have my support.

Mr. PICKERING (Snssex) [7.49]: The
member for {reenough (Mr, Maley) said to-
night that there had been a rush of farmers
from all over the State to avail themselves
of the provisions of the Industries Assistance
Aect,

Mr. Maley: Fromn the agrieultural areas,

Mr, PICKERTNG: 3o far as the South-
West is concerned, one of my constituents
“acked for assistance, with a view to purchas-
ing stock.

Mr, Maley: There was ug drought in the
South-West,

Mr. PICKERING:

That application was
turned dovm.

T mention the fact becanse the
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member for Qreenough singles ont the South-
West for contumely whenever he speaks. Tha
South-West has gone on without the help of
the Industries Assistance Board, and settle-
ment in the Bouth-West is in the main on
sgund lines, As regards the question of .the
agriculfural jinplements to whiech the Bill
more particularly refers, we know very well
that in a great many cases these implements
are left exposed to the weather, so that the
wear and tear they receive is very severe and
they must represent a wasting asset. It would
be iuteresting to know over what period the
Bill i3 to have effect. Will it apply only to
implements bought to-day, or also to imple-
ments bought some years agod I think it is
intended teo cover implements hought perhaps
three or four years ago, in which case the
agset would probably be of inconsiderabls
valoe. The member for Mt. Magnet (Mr.
Troy) drew attention to the impossibility of
varions farmeras making good under the In-
dustries Asgsistance Board. After travelling
throngh some of the wheat areas I am con-
vinced that it is absolutely improbable that
a large number of settlers in thosc areas
will- ever make good, owing to the nature
of the land on which they are placed.
The same thing applies to the South-West,
Many settiers there have been unfortonatoe
in obtaining wumsuitable land, and conse-
quently lave net heen able to make good
as they would have done had they been
placed on sound propesitions. A parallel
was drawn by the member for Mt. Magnet,
and also by the member for North-East
Fremantle, between labour of various kinds
and farmiog; and those hon. members
argued that Government assistance should
ba given equally nll round. I believe that
the farmer is singled out for Government
ngsistinee becuuse of recognition of thae
fact that he goes out into the country, fre-
quently without eapital, and by consider-
able labour, self-sacrifice, and gelf-denial
eventually makes good. In order to do so
he gives up all the advantages to be de-
rived from living in a city or a town. By
viears of consistent effort and wunstinted
Iabour, he 4s enabled to build up an asset
which the State recognises as of value to
the community in general. To my mind
that is the reason why the Btate realises
that it has a duty to assist the man on the
land. On the other hand, the Government
have done a good deal for the eclasses par-
ticularised by the members for Mt. Magnet
and North-East Fremantle. The Govern-
ment have liberally provided for workers’
homes, a very good idea which has been
avaited of very freely, Very little security
has been required by the State in connec-
tion with the workers’ homes scheme—
merely seeunrity for interest and sinking
fund. For many years the farmer could
obtain from the Agricultural Baank, under
the Act governing that institution, only a
sum of £30 for the purpose of bumilding a

home, The farmer had to struggle on in
a bark hut or a tent for years, until he
attained a snfficient measure of prosperity
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to enable him to bnild a modest home. To
the farmer the howe s ¢verything. When
he finighes his hard day’s work, what has
he to go to if he bas not a decent homef
He Has uo amusements like the man living
in a town, who has all the pleasures he
desires. A question has been raised as to
the disposal of the surplus, if any, which
may arigse from buying the farmers’ debts
under this Bill. I consider that if there
ig a surplus it should be allocated from one
tfarmer to another until the expenditure of
the Government has been wiped off. From
veports which have been submitted, I be-
lieve that the great majority of farmers on
the Industries Assistance Board will ulti-
niately make good. Those who make good
will contribute towards others who fail,
and ultimately there should be sufficient
‘money to wipe off the amount advanced by
the Government. Any surplus should, in
my opinion, go towards the liquidation of
the debts owing to the unfortunate store-
keepers. I am sure every farmer regrets
exceedingly the circumstances in which
those storekeepers are placed. However, I
do not purpose to deal with that question
at any length, because the Industries
Aggistance Board do not operate in that
particular scction of Western Australia
which I bave the honour to represent. I
support the second reading of the Bill,

Mr., HARRISON (Avon) [7.58]: The
member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Angwin) secems to think that the Country
party were the canse of this measure being
introduced, and that the clauses dealing
with farming machinery were inserted at
the request of this party. The Country
party, however, have not put any pressure
whatever on the Government in this mat-
-ter; nor have we had any intention of
bringing pressure to bear on the Govern-
meat. Had the member for North-East
Fremantle read the report of the execntive
bhody who assist the Government in admin-
jstering the Tndustries Assistance Aet, he
would have found that this Bill represents
& recommendation of that bedy. I can
elaim to know something about the supply
of farming machinery, having for years
been connected with the selling of maehi-
nery to farmers.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Yon were a middleman,

Mr. HARRISON : At that particular
time, yes. [ am in a position to state that
the machinery merchant invariably obtains
a hire-purchase agreement which amply
“protects him, If the first payment under
that agreement is met by the farmer, the
merchant’s security is a pretty good one.
After the Aet came into existence the
farmers were not making good at the rate
it was expected they would do, and pay-
wents for muehinery etc. were not being
kept up. An agreement was entered inte
between the Government of the day and
the merchants to divide the proecceds- de-
rived from the assisted farmers in accord-
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anee with the third schedule of the Act.
The asset of the Government to-day as
mortgagee is the improved land together
with the secured amounts through the
Board, The purchase of the settlers’ liabili-
ties to machinery merchants at reduced
valaes is good business on hoth sides. What
did it mean to the Government when the
Government were backing these farmers?
It meant that the Governinest in reducing
the liability of the individual farmers were
carrying out a good business proposition for
themseives beecause the money from the

© erops that would have gone to meet the de-

ferred payments was reduced by the pro
rata value, As & matter of fact this par-
ticular method of payment to the mer-
chants was acceptable to the Government
because it was vealised that it meant a big
difference to them if they eould get a man
to make good through this arrangement.
According to the Premier’s statement last
night the farmer who does pay the full’
amount makes up for the defaulter. I do
not like to use the word '‘defanlter’’ be-
cause many of these men have .not been
able to make good through no fault of
their own, In many cases the land has net
proved as produective as was expected and
the rainfall in soma cascs interfered with
the success of operations. The fact re-
maing, however, that the Government have
been on a good wicket so far as the pay-
ments to merchants for machinery are
concerned, and now we have the member
for Sussex advoecating that this money over
and ahove what is owing to the merchants
by those farmers whe lave succceded
shonld go to the storekeeper. The Govern-
ment have acted wisely in reducing the
liabilities of these men  eolleetively,
SBome time ago the merchants requested M.
MeGibbon to approach the farmers and set-
tlers in the direction of seeing whether a
compromise could not he arrived at so that
the merchants and storekeepers should pro-
cure eash value instead of hook value, which
wonld he a larger amount., Would it not
have been better for the State if the book
values had been reduced rather than have
the full amount of the bigger obligation
still resting on the land held by the farm-
crs? Tt depends upon n man’s energy on hia
holding as to whether he pulls throngh, To-
day, however, the obligation is heavy. There
are the intercst eharges and the redemption
of the obligation to remember, and it is a
question whether even some of the most ener-
getic will be able to pull out unless they get
& succession of extra good seasons.

Mr, Munsie: It must be a dangerous
business to advance money on farms.

Mr. HARRISON: A certnin few under
the hoard have not been acting fairly by the
Government and there i3 a provision now
that their live stoek and machinery shall be
o still further security to the Government,
I'am not going te plead for the dishonest
man. If we have dishonest men amongst
farmers the Government want machinery
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whereby they enn make a man meet his ob-
ligations, and 1 as leader of the Country
‘party stand for giving the Govermment
power to deal with dishonest men, no matter
what their ealling may be.
Mr. O’Loghlen: You would not put them
away; T would not admire you if you did.
Mr, HARRISON: The Bill will enable
‘the Government to act in certain cases where
it is known that a man has not been keeping
faith with the Government. I trust that if
the Premicr gets the Bill through, his offi-
«cers will aet wisely and will not deal harshly
with the legitimate and honest worker who
is doing his level hest to pull through. I
trust they will not foreclose on any man
prematurely. We read in this year’s report
.of the Industries Assistance Board that
:some of the men whom the board thought
it was in the best interests to get rid of,
are  still  working on  their holdings,
and doing their level best to pull through.
I admire their pluck, even though the Gov-
¢rnment have withdrawn assistance. Aeccord-
ing to the report the clearances during the
yoar numbered 104, These settlers sent to
‘the board £205,132 worth of proceeds. Of
this amount, £157,710 worth was utilised in
redemption of the beard advances and inter-
st charges, £20,260 was paid to creditors re-
presenting 20s. in  the pound, while an
amount of £27,162 was handed to the set-
tlers representing their eredit balance, In
every ease of clearance, a settler’s wheat
warrants are endorsed and tuly handed to
him.  During the last four years 476 clear-
anees have been granted, Of the proceeds
vergived by the board from sueh settlers dur-
ing the year who obtained their clearance,
the sum of £282,638 was in recoup of the
board’s advances, and £10,019 in repavment
of interest, £49,127 was paid te ereditors,
while £03,587 was hawded over to scttlers
after payment of all their Habilities, Ae-
corling to the report the advances made for
‘the year totalled £G61,908, The area under
<rop for the 1919-20 zeason was 521,986
acres, Hon, members went through those
alistriets where a large number of ILAB.
men were engaged in farming and saw the
lauds and crops of these people, Tf an av-
wrage of 10 bushels to the acre is obtained
from thig area, the valne of the wheat at 5s.
per bushiel will be £1,304,965 secured to the
Btate for a eapital outlay of £661,908. Un-
fortunately last year the forecast was not
nearly reached. The average for the State
worked out at 7.7 bushels to the acre. We
must realise that these neh have not the
cepital with whieh to-do as they would like
. with regard to farming, and conssquently
they cannot get the same resunlts from the
s0il as the men who possess means. These
much abused men, while their average did
not remch the general average of the Btate,
geeured an average which was not very mueh
below that fignre. Tt worked out at 6.9. The
deliveries to the Wheat Pool made by the
settlers under the board during the last four
years have been as follows:—1915-16,
4,954,608 bushels; 1916-17, 4,005,90% bush-
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els; 1917.18, 2,370,753 Dhushels; 1918-19,
2,510,553 Dbushels. Those figures deal with
the farwmers assisted by the board. If asaist-
ance had not been given to these people, we
can imagine—and it is ouly imagination—
what would have been the condition of West-
ern Australia to-day.

Mr. O’Loghlen: There is not much im-
agination in this Assembly to-night, Every-
one is asleep.

Mr. HARRISON: It is very unfor-
tunate that this Bill is going through
the House without c¢omment from the

men who represent the agricultural intex-
csts. When those members left their homes
at the beginning of the week they had no
knowledge that it was proposed to sit on
Friday, therefore they ecould not ecancel
other arrangements that they phad made,
One pleasing feature of this repont is that
over 50 per cent. of the land under ¢rop this
seagon was fallowed land, and therefore the
results ought to be equal to 10 hushels to the
acte, On page 16 of the report we find
this—

The total amount of cluims sulymitted
by creditors for proof against the various
estates of assigted settlers amcuuted to
£678,228 125, 11d. During the four years
in which erops have been hawndled by the
board these claimg have heen reduced by
actual payments by ne less n sum {han
£249,461 17s. 7d., which is a very credit-
able performance on the part of s0 many
settlers. The balance of claims now
proved amounts to £428,766 155 d4d.

I trust that the measure will be earried,
that the powers asked for will he exercised
with sympathy, and that any man with land
who is willing to do his best will be given
an opportunity to continue his efforts.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—TREASURY BONDS DEFICI-
ENCY.
Becond Reading.
Order of the Day read for the resumnp-
tion of the debate from the previous day.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL -- COOLGARDIE  GOLDFIELDS
WATER SUPPLY LOAN  ACT
AMENDMENT.

Seecond Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon., P. COLLIER (Bonlder} [8.20]: I
am not sure that we are not endeavouring to
perpetuate what in some fquarters would he
considered an act of repudiation in redue- .
ing the payments to the sinking fund under
the Coolgardie Water Supply Loan Aect,
Of course it has heen the general epinion



1626

of the House, and indeed of g previous Par-
liament, that owing to our finuncial position
we would be justified in cotting out pay-
ments to our sinking fund where possible.
I was not quite able 'to follow the figures
supplied by the Premier wuen moving the
seeond rvending. For instance, he said that
if we continue to pay at the present rate,
namely, three per eent., until the lean falls
due in 1927, we shall have contributed
£584,000 in excess of the amount required
to redeem the loan,

Fhe Premier: That is go.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier also
stited that our payments to the sinking
fund now are about £75,000 per annum, Tf
one multiplies £75,000 by cight, represent.-
ing the remaining years af the loan, one
gets, ronghly, £600,00.

The Premier: With
moaus nearly £800,000,

tTon. P. COLLIER: The sinking fund is
invested and the intercst zowing in wonld
represent the difference hetween the two
sums? | was going to say it would not re-
quire £10,000 per anmum from now to 1927
to mect the remaining payments, The Pre-
mier said he thought £5,00G per annum
would be sufficient. 1 supopse we shall have
to adopt some proposal uueh as this, al-
though, having vegurd to the future, I
doubt whether it wonld unot be better to
eontinue paying our interast until a suffi-
cient sum has been contributed to redcem
the loan, whereupon we conld cease our
sinking finul contributions altogether,

Mr, Brown: But we require to save the
interest.

Tfon., . COILTER: Yes, the Premicer is
taking -advantage of the sikuation to save
£60,000 ov £65,000 per annwm, Past Trea-
surers have not reeeived a fair proportion
of this saving, because obviously it onght
to have heen spread over a number of years,
As we have gone on paying three per cent.
for some 2 yenrs I do net know that it
is worth while making any aiteration when
in two or three years’ time the whole of the
Cdebt will have been tiquidated, However,
out of consideration for the finnncial posi-
tion [ helieve we are justidied i reducing
the sinking fund where it can he doue legiti-
mately.  This seema to be one of the in-
stunces in which it can be done without
invelving the charge of repudintion, be-
eause hy the time the loan wotares the
amount will have been redeemed in sinking
fund paywents, So it does nol matter whe-
ther we pay £75,000 a year or £10,000 a
year so long as we confribnte a suflicient
ammouni te meet our obligations when the
lean falls due. T have no opposition to
offer to the sceond reading.

aecrpning interest it

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Ive-
mantle) [8.267: T think the Premier should
give us some information as to how he pro-
poses to meet the liability if the sinking
fund payments are reduced. At present we
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have approximately only £400,000 invested
in the Coolgardic Water Supply stock, and
to-clay that stock, at the lowest quotation
for 3% per eeut., is £75. That appearcd in
the ‘“West Australian’’ of last Monday.
The Premier: We have £631,000 in it."

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Out of the 2%
millions we have to meet!

The Premier: We bave seven years yet.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN : But is it likely
that the money market will completely col-
lapse? If the stocks we hold, other than
the Coolgardie Water Supply stock, are to
increase in price sufficiently to make up the
difference on the lean, they will have to go
up £325, The Premier might tell us what
stoeks he holds, how much of the three per
cent. aud wow much of the 314 per cent., and
what it will be neeessary to realise wpon for
the purpose of meeting the loan when it
falla due. It it ia not going to realise the
amount, it will mean a reduction in the price
of the stock and possibly that reduction will
bhe prejudicial instead of beneficial to the
State, -

The PREMIER (Hon. J, Mitchell—Nor-
tham-—~in reply) [8.29]: The hon. mecmber
need have no fear. We have £631,000 in-
vested in this stoek now., Tt is quite impos-
sible to so nvest the sinking fund as to have
it on hand on the day the loan matures. It
may be that we shall have to realise some of
those stoeks in 1927, We may even have to
raige a small amount by way of foan to meet
the obligation. But that is legitimate busi-
ness at any time,  We have to meet the
financial situation as it arises and no one

Cecan tell what may happen between this and

1927, We all believe that the pesition will
he muel easier long before then. The House
need not have the slightest fear of the result
aurd members will he fully justified in passing
the Bill,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).
Third Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon, T, P.

Draper—West Perth) [8.317: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

Mr. SPEAKER: Under the Constitution,
it i3 neeessary that the second and third
readings of this Bill be carried by an abso-
lute majority. To ensure that there is am
absolute majority, T shall divide the House.

House divided.

Mr, SPEARKER: I have counted the Housa
amd there is an absolute majority on the-
right. T declare the third reading passed by
an absolute majority.

Rill read a third time and transmitted te-
the Legislative Couneil.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day;
Foley in the Chair,

Vote—Lunacy and Inebriates, £70,100:

On miotion by the Premier, the Lunacy
and Ioebriates and State Children Votes
were further postponed until after con-
sideration of Business Undertakings.

Business Undertakings,

Vote—Aborigines Cattle Station
Bulla), £6,079:

The PREMIER (Hor. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [8.37]: T should like to direct atten-
tion to the magnitnde of busincss undertak-
ings and I wish members to realise- that we
have also State trading concerns, Although
we have the divisions of business undertalk-
ings and State Trading Coneerns, the two
are virtually ene. We have always had our
railways, liarbours, and for many years our
goldfields water scheme but under business
undertakings will be found several comeerns
which are of comparatively recent ncquisi-
tion. The expenditvure on business nodertak-
ings totals £2,293,873, in addition to the ex-
penditure of a million pounds. on other trad-
ing concerns not included herc. The total
revenue from these concerns amounts to
three million pounds. I wish members to
veilise that most of these concerns are the
growth of the Jast few years. We are eon-
cerned about the deficit, It is the loss ac-
casioned by the investment of money in these
concerng which is responsible for tho deficit,
This year I expeet the loss will he £729,000.
A lHittle more than one half of this amount
is the estimated loss on the railways, If
wo are to get out of onr financial troubles,
we onn only hope to do s0 by betiter mau-
agement of these concerns. If we are to
trade, we muost trade on a proper basis. Tt
is casy enougu to face the loss on a trading
coneern for a year or two.

AMr. Helman: Why do rot the timber mills
appear among husiness undertakings?

The PREMIER: They arpear under trad-
ing coneevrns, for. which there arc separate
Estimates. We could have fated a loss un
the State brickworks during the first six
wonths and on the timber mills during the
first year

Hon, W, €. Angwin: Are you dealing with
the timber mills now?

The PREMIER: No; they come under
trading concerns. 1 wish to impress mem-
bers with the need for the proper manage-
ment of these eoneerns. Although during the
ureater part of my term of oflice Parlinment
has been sitting, T bhave had time to look
somewhat into the question of the manage-
ment of trading concerns, and I am satisfied
it is from this souree that we must look for
money to balance our revenue and expen-
diture.” Qur present contributions from taxa-
tion and other legitimate sources of revenue
are more than snfficient to meet all the or-
dinary expenses of government, hut a portion

My,

{Moola

.
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of our revenue is being utilised to pay the
loss on money invested in these comcerns, Iff
we did not have these coneerns, our finances
would shew a, eredit balance. I want mem-
bers to realise what this means, Here we
have all these concerns under the control of
gix Ministers, who have to attend to this
vast amount of business in addition to trans-
sacting the ordinary work of government.
These coneerns are spread about the various.
departments subject to the conirol of the
unider seerctary. This is not the proper way
ko manage' these concerns, If they are tu
be continued, they must be continued under
|iroper methods, which will ensure good wan-
agement and good results. Nobody else in
the world would be content to have such
concerns managed as are these, and I am sat-
isfied we should reeeive more revenue Ly rea-
son of the better management of these un-
dertakings,

Mr, Bmith:
aneo sheet?

The PREMTER: [ should like to be able
to give the hon, member a balanec sheet,
such as an ordinary trader would appreciate,
for every one of these concerns; altogether
there are about 70,

Mr. Holman: Where 15 the ruilway report;
why cannot we got that?

The PREMIER: Tf the hon. member will
give me till Toesday I shall be able to ans-
wer his question.

My, Holman: Then give us till Tuesday to-
consider the Estimates. Tf yon are losing a
quarter of a million there, bring down the
report  before you put your Estimates
through,

The PREMIER: Y shall bring down tlo
roport as soon as possible, .

Mr. Holman: Tast year we had the report
a month earlicr than this,

The PREUMTIER: I shall have the report
next woek.

Mr. Holman; It must be here before your
Estimates are passed.

The PREMIER: This House is charged
with the management of our State trading
concornsg, of course through Ministers, These
cencerns are distributed about the various
departiments.  Perhaps a small butter fae-
tory is contvolled by one department and the
great Wyndham TFreczing Works which,
when they are in full swing as they will be
next year, will have a twrnover of £300,000
ov £400,000, are controlled by another depart-
inent,

Mr. Holman: The railways mean nearly
two millions of money and the report is not
hicre yet,

The PREMIER: Realising how these con-
cerns are managed, T am of opinion that it
will be neeessary to set up o department with
a proper staff to satisfactorily manage thom.
We are losing £729.000 o year now, and
there shonld not be that loss.

Mr. Smith: Arc not the officers competent
to manage them?

The PREMIER: These officers are not
trained to manage such concerns, No State
department is designed for that purpose.

Why not give us a decent bal-
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That will always he the trouble, and it will
take some tine to break it down, 1 should
be glad to make each under seeretary the
manager of each department, just as a man
is made the manager of a departnient outside
the Government serviee. It has been eustom-
ary to have the departments staffed as they
are, The departments have to administer the
Acts of Parliament.

Mr. 8mith: The under secretaries are man-
aging the Ministers instead of the depart-
ments,

The PREMIFR: 'That is not a faet.

Mr, Smith: They are doing what they like.

The PREMIER: These business concerns
are managed by these departments that were
never designed to manage snch business, and
these concerns are being managed by men
whe have not been engaoged for the purpose
or trained to manage them, They are trained
to fill other functions. I think many of
them do this exceedingly well. The adminis-
tration of government iz one thing, and the
cantrel of State trading concerns is another,
We passed this year a great many Acts. In
the past we have passed hundreds of Aects of
Parliament, and each one means se much ad-
niinigtration. The head of the Education
Department hag to administer the Education
Act. The nead of the Agrieultural Depart-
‘ment has to administer at least 20 Acts, The
Tuder Seeretary to the Minister for Works
‘has to admiuister Act upon Act, and import-
ant Aets too, in connection with the goldfelds
water supply, the metropolitan sewerage
works, road boards, and a hundred and one
other things, That is the job of leads of
departments, and that is what they are trained
for, That is what they ought to do, and they
do it well. Tt would be hetter if the activities
of these officcrs were confined to the work
for which they are trained, If men skilled
in trade could be engaged to control these
trading concerns, we should probahly hsve a
totally ditferent position, We cannot get it
in any other way. I remember the time, some
14 years ago, when it was a pleasure to be a
member of Parliament, when the life of a
member was an easy one, when members were
‘treated with every courtesy by everyone, and
when it was a great thing to be a member of
Purlinment. One’s work in those days was
-execedingly light, beeause only the legitimate
functiong of government were dealt with,
Now it is a totally different thing, To-day
Mipisters and members are never finished.
The member for Collie, for instance, repre-
sents a constituency in which there are timber
mills. Another member represents a consti-
touency in which there are brickworks. The
member for North-East Fremantle repre-
sents a ¢onstitueney in which we have the im-
plement works. And so it goes on, All these
‘Btate undertakings concern members. They
must be cognisant of the fact that their
‘work has greatly inereased,

Mr. Holman: You have a manager for each
and every one of them.

The PREMIER: Hon. members must rea-
lise what all these ¢hanges mean, The mem-
‘ber for Kimberley will realise what it means
‘when the freezing works at Wyndham are
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operating. Hon. members will also
stand what all this means to Ministers.

The CHAIRMAN: Will the Premier re-
sume his seat?¥ The question exercises my
mind as to whether a general diseussion on
business undertakings is in order. When we
came to these divisions T ealled Division 48—
Aborigines cattle station (Moola Bulia)
£6,079, There are various divisions here
under several Ministers, and eaech one is a
scparate vote, T do not remember a gencral
discussion cver having taken place on all these
divisions together. 1 called Division 48, and
T think it would be wise to diseuss that.
Members will then know where they are. It
is ounly for the sake of saving the time of
the Committee and hon. members that I hring
the matter forward.

The PREMIER: Tf I confine my remarks
to the aborjgines cattle station at Moola Bulla
I ean use the division as an example of what
happens in regard to these tradiug concerns.
This cattle station is administered by the
C'olonial Secretary. Whilst he is perfeetly
capable of doing that, I doubt if the depart-
ment is. If we are to get the best possiblo
results out of our investments in this cattle
station we must have men administering it
who are ecapable of doing the work. I have
said enough to enable hon. memhers to realise
what the position is in regard to thiz and
other votes. I want them to know what it
means to run this cattle station. Tt is a
£20,000 investment. Tt is a satisfactory in-
vestment and a paying one, One of the ob-
jeets for which it was establishell was to
serve as a ventre for supplving the natives
and keeping them together, and the other
purpose wns to make moncy out of it. We
are making money ont of it.  Would nnyone
oxpeet a eattle station to be run by n staff
of Government officers? 1 think not. The
Committee wonld he wise to give serious con-
gideration to this question.

Mr., Holman: You have a manager there;
what more do you want?

The PREMTER: We have n maunager there,
Tn every concern and in every braneh of
every concerit we have muanagers and fore-
men and men operating in it.

My, Folmau: What else do you want?

The PREMIER: At the head of them all
there must be somcone eapable of controlling
each concern.

Mr, Money: TDirectors,

Mr. Holman: Have voun not Alinisters in
Uabinet, a board of iivectors?

The PREMIER: There must be eflicient
control in these cases, and Parliainent must
control the lot.

Mr. Holman: You have got Parliament.

The PREMIER: We must have perma-
nent heads in control.

Mr. Wilson: Why not have a2 commission
of three?

The PREMIER: 1f we had a commissioner
controlling this cattle station would the
Committee agree to his exercising all the
powere necessary? Not theyl They would
very likely say that this House must contral
the finances. Members would say that Min-
igters should have & controlling influence.

under-
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We have often lLeurd that these State trad-
ing concerns should be controlled by com-
misgioners, removed from alt yolitical in-
Huenee, but we cannot do anything of the
kind.

Mr. Holman:
this department?

The PREMIER: The contrel must be cen-
tred in Parliament no matter what else is
done, whether it be in eonnection with the
railways, this cattle station, or any other
-concern, I am sure you, Hir, will agree that
this House has the right to econtrol the
financial expenditure of the country, This
.small coneern does pay. But for this we
.should be losing £734,000 per annum instead
of £720,000, T have told the Committee what
ig in my mind, I want to warn hon. mem-
bers what the added responsibility of this
cnormous investment represents, and what
these trading concerns mean not only to
Parliament, but to Ministers. Fourteen years
ago the life of a Minister was very differnt
from what it is to-day. There. were no
cattle stations then, and there were not the
hundred and one trading coneerns we have
to look after to-day. Even a small concern
like this causcs the Minister in charge some
little trouble. The work which Ministers
and members had to do 14 years ago is more
than doubled to-day, and one-balf of the
work in the Gavernment departments is
in connection with these trading con-
cerns. I am anxious that' the Committee
should realise that it is from the botter man-
agement of these concerns thut they have
‘to hope for letter financial results gener-
ally in conmeetion with the revenue of the
country.

Who has interfered with

Hon. P. COLLTER (Bonlder) [8.55]: To
those who have heen for some years in the
House a glanee at the LEstimates to-day and
a comparison with the TEstimates of fon
years ago, reveals at onee the growth of
many of these departments. ‘This cattle
station is one of them, T think it was es-
“tablished seven or eight years™dgo by the
Coloninl Secretary in the Moore Govern-
ment.  Throughout these [Estimates under
‘the heading of * Business undertokings and
trading coneerns,’’ we gee that the State
generally has gTown enormously, T am with
-the Premier in his contention that the per-
‘manent heads of departments should do the
rontine work of their departments, This
‘station is administered by the Colonial Sce-
retary. I have no doubt the Minister in
charge is quite capablo of sceing that it i
run on business lines, but the Colonial Sec-
retary ia in Perth and the cattle station
ie n long way from Porth. That which ap-
plies to the Moola Bulla station applies also
to the Wyndbam freezing works, in which a
million pounda have been invested, and to
many other works as well. During the time
T was in office I found that there were officars
‘in the department fully qualified to administer
oh sound lines the departmenta with, which they
‘were associated, and to earry out the proper
dunctions of government. This applies to
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the Railway Depactment, the tramways, the
Police, Medieal and Health, the Charities or
Education Department. When, bowever, we
launched out upon entirely new lives, under-
taking functions which had not previously
been undertaken by the Government, these
officers, good and eapable as they were, were
apt to be entirely at sea, for the reason that
they had not the necessary training for those
new doties.  Their whole lives had been
spent in a different groove. I say, with the
Premier, that he i3 on sound lines in his
contention as to the manzagement of these
undertakings.  Apparently, it i3 now the
policy of the State, irrespective of what
party may be in office, that for the
future we shall continne to  operate
these business undertakings and trading
concerns. I'ublic opinion being what it is
I have no doubt that no wmatter what Min-
isters may be in office these trading con-
cerng will go on growing and increasing.
Large soms of moncy, milliens of pounds
of public funds, have beeu invested in this
and similar undertakings. JIf they are to
be suceessful and rvn on sound economie
and business lines they wust be eontrolled
by men who have had the weeessary busi-
ness training and expericuce, gquitc ouwtside
the ordinary routine of the ofticinls of the
public service.

Mr. Money: And political control

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yss, The State can-
not afford to hand over te any manager,
no matter how capalle he may he, the abso-
lute and entire eontrel of ary wndertaking
in which the publie funds are invested.
Parliament, through the Minisiers of the
Crown, must have absoiute control. There
muat bhe that conmeeting link between the
managing head of such a soncern and the
people’s representatives in Purliament. [t
is true that these vonecrus have incrensed
largely. What do Minister know uhont
muny of them? ‘What zan Ministers know
about many of them? Tn order that the
Government may he fully acquainted with
the manner in whieh these undertakings ave
bheing run, it i8 unesessary te have a Min-
ister with the time at his disposil not anly
to visit this cattls station, bnt also ocea-
sionally to visit the Wyndham  Freezing
Works, where so much pnblic money has
been and is being spent. 1He must oecasion-
ally visit the South-West and see how the
sawmills are heing run. I o not, of course,
suggest that a Minister zan be expected to
cxcreise gontrol over the actual manage-
ment of these undertnkings. Bub this is the
point: it is essential that the  Minister
should be in close personal touch with, and
have a peorsonal knowledge of, the officinls
controlling the undertakings. T would not
expeet the Minister to visit the sawmills or
this cattle station and tell the manager of
either undertaking how it shoull be con-
dugted. Bnt if the Minister met, say, the
manager of the cattel station and kuew the
elags of man he was, the Minister would
very soon have an idea of the manager’s
capacity, and then he would b: in 2 better
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position to deeide, here in Perth, on re-
commendations submitted to him by the
manager. As one belonging to the party
that has been responsible for the expan-
gion of the economic functions of the State,
I am most anxious to see these undertak-
ings successful, not only from the point of
view of policy—I believe the policy to be
good—Dbut algso having regard to the large
nmount of public money invesled in them.
In view of the manner in whicl this parti-

cular work has expanded—and this con-
cerns not only Ministers hut also  hon.
mewbers—I say it wonld be money well
expendedt  if an wlditional  portfolioed
Mlinister were appointed to devote lis
whole time to the control of these con-
cerug, It is false economy to have them

administered, as they were in our time and
also in the time of uther Governments, by
Honorary Ministers, who, after all, eannot
be expected to enjoy the same consideration
as a porttolioed Minister has, If the work
of government 12 or 14 years ago was suffi-
cient to oceupy the time of six Miaisters,
Cthe expansion of that work of late years,
awl especially during the past four or five
years, has preswmably created work for a
seventh dlinister. T know it will be said
that the politicians are building wp more
positions u order to nrovide hillets fov
themselves, and T know it will be objeected
that another Minister means an additional
expenditure of about £1,390 a year. But
it is well known that in the rurning of a
department one may spend £1,300 in ome
place and save several thousands in an-
other,  Incidentally I may refer to an
appointment made in the Railway Depart-
ment, where an ontdoor inspector, receiving
n salary of £500 a year, will, if he is worth
Iis s=alt, save the State from £30,000 to
£40,000 a year. Tnstances of that kind
could be multiplied in the departments. It
it fortunate that the Moola Bulla station
has paid almost from the inecption.

Mr. Holman: One would not think so, to
hear the Premier to-night.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T think the Premier
pointed out that the station shows a sur-
pius. Tt is well sitvated, nnd the results
obtained prove how fortunaic one may be
to seeure a slice of conntry in our great
NorthsWesty Even a State trading coun-
corn  therve, isolated though it ia and re-
moved from the eontrol of the Minister,
shows good results. Moola Bulla station
has turned out a wpood experiment both
from a finaneial point of view and from
the aspect of the welfare of the aborigines.

Mr. HOLMAYN (Murehison) [9.7]: Tor
my part, I do not intenit to jet these Esti-
mates go throngh until the Cemmittee have
heen furnished with up to date informa-
tion. As regards many of the bunsgiress con-
cerng over which the Premier wailed to-
night, we have no reports this year, al-
though last year the reports were available
months before this peried.

"know nothing about that.
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There has been sickness
in the Government Printing

The Premier :
and trouble
office.

Mr. HOLMAN: The reports are in the
hands of the printer, aud perhaps he has
instruetions not to let them leave his hands.
I fail to see in what respect the work of
the Government Printing Office this year
differs from the work in previons years.

The Premier: There has been the infin-
enza.

Mr. HOLMAN: Fortunately the influenza
disappeared some time ago. I do not think
that cxcuse should be advanced. The best
course would be to hold up these Estimates
until we have the reports. The Mool
Bullg cattle station has proved a marvel-
lously successful Government undertaking
—onc of the most snecessful urdertakings
ever cstablished in this State. Only last
year the station returned & profit of about
£4,600, In spite of that fact the Premier
makes his astounding statemerts of to-
night.

Mr. 8mith : How de you make out that
the station returned that profit?

Mr. HOLMAN: From the reports. It
eannot be seen in the Estimates, and that
is why I say they are absolucely misleading.
The sooner the Committec is in 2 position
to know what it is actually dealing with,
the better for the State. The CGevernment
of this country to-day are absoluotely rot-
ten. Out of respcet for you, Mr. Chairman,
I refrain from using a stronger term. Never
in the TParliameutary history of Western
Angtralin has a Committee of Supply been
subjected to what we have to pul up with.
Although the veports are not anailable. the
Premier has the nudacity to tel! us that we
must have some other form of management
for our business undertakings. That declara-
tion amounta to an absolute condemnation
of the abilities of Ministers. And the very
first item the Premier has to deal with on
these Estimates represents one of the most
successful nndertakings ever cstabiished in
Western Australia. Do the Government
think they are dealing with fools in fhis
Chamber? The Government t2ll us, ' 'We
are not nermnal, you are not notmal, notuing
is normal,’’ Let the Government exercise
a little common sense, and rtefrain  from
taking everybody for a fool. I'row the
Premier we have heard nothing hut utter
condemnation of State enterprisa.  The
Premier says that some other form  of
management must be provided, And vet
this very first item shows a profit of abour
£4,500 notwithstanding that hundreds, or
possibly thousands, of pounds’ worth of
stock has been slavghtered at Moolz Bulla
to feed the aborigines there.  What has
been the cxpenditure?

Mr. Smith: Have not the Government the-
advantage of cheap black labour at that
station?

Mr. HOLMAN: That may be so. We
We want an ex-

planation on that point. But I can say that
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the State has not exploited the aborigines
of Western Australia to anything like the
ame extent as a lot of sleek, well-fed
squatters bave dome. Those squatters have
exploited the natives, and while doing so,
they have drawn from the State food for
those natives and blankets to cover them;
and the squatters bave utilised the blankets
in other directions. That is an absolute
faet. And then members talk about the
Government expleiting black labour! The
member for North Perth (Mr. Smith) as a
public man exercises his right to ecriticise
more than almost any other member on the
Government side of the House. He has the
courage to speak when he thinks something
ig wrong; but he does not exercise his vete
when it comes to the point.

Mr. Smith: T have done it many times;
and T shall de it again, too,

Mr, HOLMAN: The Government think
they are dealing with a lot of fools who
will pass these Estimates without comment.
I do not know the manager of Moola Bulla
station, and bave never met him; but I say
that as regards that propesition the Pre-
nier’s statements to-night wore absolutely
unfair. If we have a good ofiicer, let us
give him due eredit for deing his work
well. Why has the Premicr inflicted on us
2 wholesale condemnation of CGiovernment
enterprise ¥ Do  Ministers believe that
members of this Chamber are utterly ab-
normal? Or are they condemning men who
have done good work by way of covering
up their own incapacity fto conduet the
affairs of the country §# Although these
Estimates were introduced by him, I do not
thinle the Premier has read cither the re-
port of the Aborigines Department or that
of Moola Bulla station., Why should we
listen to such rot coming from that side of
the House? We are going throungh the most
gtressful times the couniry has ever known
and we have practically nothing to lock
forward to. What is to be done? We
know what the Government are doing.
They are trying to buttress up some rotten
thing just as they have alwoays done in the
past. Why do net the Government place
in charge of these departments men who
are competent to 11 the positions? In that
way they would get better results, They
prefer to put wasters at the head of con-
eerns, men who know nothing at all about
the business they are entrusted to carry to
2 suceessful isswe. The Government do this
for the purpose of securing a certain
amount of sappert. Then they wonder why
trading eoncerns are not a suecess. In com-
neetion with the Moola Bulla station we
find that there was an increase in the num-
ber of stoek there and that the valuation
placed on that stock was the lowest that
has ever been heard of. This concern
showed a profit last year and yet the Pre-
micer to-might decried i,

The Minister for Works: I do not think
you are right,
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My, HOLMAN: The Premier said that he
would confine his remarks to the first item
and in doing that did not give a scintilla
of credit to the man in charge of  that
department who has done very good work,
We ghould always give credit to those who
do good work no matter who they are or
where they are. I intend to show that the
policy which has been adepted by the Gov-
ernment is not in the best interests of the
State.

Mr. Lutey called attention to the state of
the House.

A quornm formed.

Mr. HOLMAN: Do the Government
think that they ean dope members on this
side of the Heuse into believing that they
(the Government) are suecessfully carry-
iug on the affairs of the country?® It ig
a4 great pity that the Premier did
not read the report of the officer in charge
of the cattle station hefore making the re-
marks he Mid. He would not have spoken as
he did if he had perused the published re-
port. It only goes to show how indifferent
the Government are. All they want is a soft
Ministerial position, a big salary, the
plaudits of the crowd, their cxpenses paid
when travelling by motor car, and somcono
clse to do the work they are paid to per-
form. Then if that work which should he
done by them is not carried out satisfae-
torily they Dblame the officers and perhaps
suggest that a Commission should be ap-
pointed to investigate matters or that some-
one else should be chogsen to snpervise the
work. The whole thing is an utter absurdity
How different things were in the past—10
or 15 years ago—when Ministers of the
Crown did not use their positions for their
own glorification In thosc days Ministers
did their duty in the intevests of the eonn-
try. Those were more difficult times beeause
they were pioneering days, when cveryihing
was being bwit up. Tt is far easier to carry
on administrative work to-day when Minis-
fers have an cstablished road to follow.
What do we find? We are not even given
the information which should be placed at
onr disposal when we are called upon to
deal with matters of public importance. Let
me take the report of the manager of the
catile station and quote from it. He states
that the profits for the year’s transactions
amounted to £4,315. Surely when he makes
that asscrtion he accompanies it with a full
statement of accounts. We suppose that the
statement is andited and that everything is
cut down to the bone, but we learn nothing
whatever about that from the Premier, That
hon. gentleman preferred to deery the State
trading concerns, this one included. Ths
manager of the cattle station alse roports
that the year’s transactions were the most
profitable since the establishment of the
station, and that given fair seasons the pro-
fits must-increase. “We know well that year
after year cattle inerease in numbers and
that the priee of stock has advanced tremen-
deusly, This,has given n great fillip to that



132

particular trading eeneern, but we have
heard nothing whatever about it sinee June,
1918, Why did not the Premier tell us
whether the past season had been an aver-
age one and also something about the pros-
pects of the future? Why did he not also
tell uws what they had done with the revenue
which had been reccived from this cattle
station? I suppese it has gone in the diree-
tion of Dboulstering up their own friends and
supporters. The repert goes on to tell us
that the profits of the station since ifts in-
ception have totalled £5,853, and the man-
ager values the cattle at 30s. per head and
the ecalves at £1. Faney placing such an ab-
surid valne on eattle. Surely that must be
the lowest valuation ever heard of. It shows,
however, that they lave a carctul manager
in charge of the coneern.

The Minister for Works: Is that the
sone figure as in the previous year?

Mr. HOTAMAN: T cannot say. As show-
i the up-to-date methods of the Govern-
ment, we bave before us nothing but a re-
turn dated June, 1918, We are just 16
months hehind the times. To value stock in
Fast Kimherley at 30s, per head in 1818
was to put the lowest possible figure upon
it, There was an cnormous vise in priees
during  the suceeeding 12 months, indeed
caitle were almost unprocurable here a few
months ago, and meat went to a tremendous
price. To show that he knew the position
better than any of us, the manager went on
{0 say—

That was a very low valuation, in the
- light of recent sales.

Why did not the Premier fell ns what those
cattle reslised when hrought down here,
what it cost to travel them from East Kim-
betley to the port of shipment, Low many
stockmen cmme with them, what losses were
suffered in transit, and where and how the
eattle were sold? There are times when
squatters and wholesale nmeat merchants emm-
bine, and while perhaps they pot the Gov-
erument ta sell the stock at a very low price
thev themselves may have made immense
profits. Tt has been ddone before, aml the
consumers lave had to suffer. Perhaps the
wmember  for Claremont  (Mr. Duff)  could;
tell vs what it costa to bring cattle from
East Kimberley to the nearest port of ship-
ment,  Given that information, it would he
casy for us to determine what it cests to
shift them from the station down to markef,
Fiack in the days when T had a little to Qo
with droving, we uwsed to estimate £2 per
hend. including losses, from the station to
the port of shipment, and another £2 or £3,
including losses, from the northern port to
the market. On this |hasis, with the
cattle estimated at 30s. at the station,
their landed eost in Perth wonld be about
£6 10s. During the last 183 months eattle
have averaged about £15 down here. I do
not know whether the Government sold their
eattle at a Jower price than did others, but
at any rate the returns, if hased on the mar-
ket value, should have been counsiderably
greater in June last than in the previeus
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year.  We have no information from the-
Minister as to what the position is. It iz
o wonder the Government desire someone
appointed to take the responsibility off their-
hands and leave them to recline in cushioned
¢hairs and draw their salaries. We on this
side should endeavour to get tull explana-
tion before the ¥atimates are passed. Tho-
manager went on to say—
The reserve fund of £1,500 agaihst con-
tingent losses of stock being no longer re-
garded as necessary has, with the approval
of the Auditer General, been written back,
Everybody knows what a martinet the Auvd-
itor Gemeral is, We can be quite sure he
would not have allowed that amount to be
written back unless he was on very good
gromnd.  Fle would look carefully into the-
guestion aund, sceing that the seat of gpera-
tions is so far removed from his own per-
sounl supervision, it wnst have been a very
good case before he allowed that £1,500 o
he written back.

Mr. Swith: What salary is the manager
drawing¥

Mr. HOLMAN: I do not know, but for
the whale of the managenient, including tem-
porary labour, last year the expenditure was:
£1,030, and the estimate this year is £2,474.
Ag T wo through these Estimates 1T shall re--
quire to know what necessity there wns for
the purchase of a jack donkey. Having :e-
gard to the lackadaisical manner in whieh
Miuisters are carrying on their work, I
think that, insteail of spending money in
the purchase of a jack donkey, the manager
ghould have sent for one of the Minigters,
The eountey would have saved money on the
transaction. Tt is very doubtful whother
the expected mules will be satisfactory. The
wanager has shown that he intends to make
the station one of the best in the eountry. I
should like to hear the opinion of the mem-
her for imberley (3Mr, Dorack) on this sta-
tion, and | hope that other pastoral members
will tell ws something about it during the
night, The wanager also said—

Preparations were made to proeeed with
the water supply extension stheme decided
upon, and several trial bores were marde.

In introducing the Jstimates to-night, the
PPremier should have told ns in a few words
what was the result of those bores. 1 awr
convineed that the greatest bore we have
heard for some time was the Premicr when
introducing these Estimates. We have wo
information, nothing te guide ns as to what
should be done, The Premier declaved that
someonc must e Appoeinted to assist the
Goverminent in making a success of these.
enterprises, I believe myself that unless
somg other form of administration is intro-
duced, the State trading concerns one and
all will come to a wmiserable ending. The
manager reporis—

One good well is sank and the neces-
gary tanks and windmill erected.

We do not know the aves of tha station.

Even the Minister cannot tell us what is the
area, how many eattle therc are on the sta-
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tion, how many horses, what is intended to
do in the future, or whether the water supply
is suflicient, 1 do not believe the Premier
knows whether they lave a well or not,
whether they get their water supply from the
dews of henven, or whether they send mg-
gers ouf to squeeze the roots in order to
water the eattle,  We eannot get any in-
formation from the Minister.

The Minister tor Works: You do not give
him a chance.

Mr. HOLMAN : We gave the Premier
every ehance to explain these Estimates, I
o not know under whose coutrol the depart-
ment is. We do not even know who 18 in
charge of the Estimates. We see that the
business undertakings are under the Colonial
Becretary s Department, and we gather that
the Premier expects to get the Tstimates
throngh in n few minntes without a woid,
while the Colonial Secortary sita down like
a dummy, sayiug neither yea nor nay. Even
a jack donkey wonld give a bray, but pro-
bably that four-footed animal is more intel-
ligent than the Minister, Oue of the al-
jects of the cattle station is to Breed gona
stock—a very laudable desire. The imported
Percheron stallion  ¥“Invineible’! was por-
chased fram Mr, ML Corbett of Gnowaugernp
and it arrived at (he station 18 months ago
in good cendition, The Minister has not
even tokl us whether “‘Tuvineible!’ is alive
to-day. Cue great mistake frequently made
by the State Departments is tliat they do not
avail themselves of the advice and assist-
ance of practieal wen in this Chamber, The
mauager wmerely sends o recommendation to
the Minister, and the Minister in the same
old formal way endorses it. Tnstead of the
Tremier vrying that something should he dene
to make the State business undertakings a
anecess, ho should consult members who have
a practical knowledge af the requirements of
their distriets and avail limself of their ad-
vice,  The present  Government, however,
have not sense euongh to e that, No donbt
the jwrk denkey that was sent to the station
knew what he had to do, but T am doubtful
whether Alinisters when they received their
portfoling knew what their duties were. They
are content to sit down and enjoy a quiet
time and appoint a commission to control
aftzirs. The Government purchased from
Mr. Murray Prior in Queensland two shori-
hoen bolls and ten heifers to stock the sta-
tion.  Why did they porehase these ghort-
herns in fQQueensland? 1 doubt the wisdom
of their aetion. Extensive inguiries should
have been made and, if necessary, the Gov-
crument should have sent to the Old Country
for the hest stoek proeurable, regardless of
cost, Who knows whether the Queensland
stock is pure bred? Instead of the Agent
General travelling about England as he has
been doing, he should have been instructed to
purchase prize cattle for the station. Then
he would have been doing useful work for
the State. I do not know how the ghorthorns
ar¢ getting on, We have had no informa-
tion.
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The Minister for Works: It is pretty good
stoelc,

Mr. HOLMAN: I should like to hear the
opinion of the member for the distriet. The
whole desire of Ministers seems to be to
retain their seats, to pass legislation, push
their Estimates through, get away from
Parliament and appoint commissions to
carry on the State trading concerns. I do
not think we shall allow them to do that.
Aceording to the report, the jack donkey

was purchased from Sam Mackay, Why
wuas it purchased from him?
The Minister for Works: WNot many

people keep jack donkeys,

Mr. HOLMAN: 1f the member for the
district were in his seat, I would ask him
why Sam Mackay was picked out, This
might be a serious proposition.

The CHATRMAN: T would like the hon,
member to be a little more serious.

Mr. HOLMAN: Then I shall leave the
jack donkey to those who know more of his
ways than T do. We learn from the report
that the stock arrived at the stasion in
good condition. 1 would like to know
whether it is still in good eondition and
whut has been done with it. MThe stud
catile was transported via Darwin, Are
all our cattle shipped from Darwin or from
out own ports? Are onr eattle being sent
away or sent to the Wyndham freczing
works to be canned and frozent This i a
guestion of vital importance-to the reople
of the State. Are our cattle being treated
at Wyndham, or are they being shipped
nway? ~When the Minister replics, I hope
ke will go fully inte the matter. Is there
any gpecial means of conveyance from
Darwin to our eattle station®

The Minister for Works: You have to
take the particular port at which tha ships
are calling.

Mr. HOLMAN: T am pleased we have a
Minister of ordinary intelligenee who can
assist me a little. Jf the Government ex-
ercised even the intelligence of g jack
donkey, thev wonld sometimes do the right
thing at the right time.

The Minister for Works: We try to,

Mr, Brown: Darwin may have been used
to keép eclear of the- tiek.

Mr. HOLMAN: Are we selling any eattle
to Vestev Bros. in the Northern Territoryt
Our eattle should he utilised in the interests
of the people of the State. High prices
are rvuling for meat in ,the metropolitan

area. Ouor own cattle shonld be used se
fhat the burdens of the people might be
lightened. The Government, however, are

permitting the people to be exploited and
we cannot get any information from them.
The wet scason at Moola Bulla was  short
one. What will be the effect of that g
Bevere losses might be snstained. The
profit made last year might be followed by
a loss this year. What provision is being
made for a possible dry season? According
to the report, they had good branding that
year. This shows they are making progresa,
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and that everything possible is being done
to make the station a success, The report

states—
An event of ¢onsiderable importance to
the residents of Hall’s Creek and

vicinity, whick includes the Moola Bulla
station, was the establishment at Hall’s
Creck of a vursing sister supplied by the
Presbyterian inland wmission.

Seeing that the influence of Sam Mackay
and the Presbyterian wmission have been
brought to bear, there should be some good
results, In the working of this cattle sta-
tion everything has been douc to make it
sunecessful. The manager went on to say
that he wasg pleased to have been asked to
place a proposition before the hon. mem-
ber for the North-West with a view fo en-
lising financinl assistance for the atation,
1 should like to know what has become of
the Minister for the North-West. Who is
administering  affaivs  up there to-day?
Why did North-West members, who clam-
oured so loudly in the past, allow the ad-
ministration of that part of the State to
drift in such a way? It is remarkable to
me that the people up therc should be
satisfied with the present admiunistration,
The manager (Mr. Haly) went on to deal
with the improvements, with the eattle,
horscs, mules, gencral, and the condition
and treatment of aborigines on  Moola
Bulla and Violes Valley. In one portion of
his remarks he says ‘A native woman
* Froghollew Nelly’ died in child-birth on
the 31st December, 1817, This woman was
employed at the tannery. A native stock
boy ‘Warloo Tommy’ was fatally injured
on the 2Bth May by a horse falling with
him.”? Why did not the Minister report
these things to us?
[Mr, Mungie took the Chair.]

The Minister for Works: The hon. mem-

ber is surely not scriounst

Mr. HOLMAN: The question is as to the
work that is given out to the tannery. Was
this nwnfortunate woman overworked, under-
fed, or somcthing clse? What do Ministers
care how the tannery is getting on? Tt
is nceessary that there should be ample
water supplics at the station. Several wells
were sunk and windmills ereeted. A well
was sunk at Shepherd’s yard, and water
wag struek at 11 feet from the surface.
This shows what a valuable proposition this
is from the water point of view. At 17ft,
6in. the inflow of water was so great that
the contractor was unable to sink deeper,
although the contraet was let to 20ft.
Whas the contractor paid for the extra 2%
feet ¢ It is estimated that the revenue
next year will be £6,630, and the expendi-
ture £3,600. The reventne was more than
-that the year before last, but we do not know
what it was last vear. This well was equipped
with a 12ft. Alston windmill, three 10,000
gallon squatter’s tanks, and 100 feet of
froughing, the well and equipment costing
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£180 Gs. 2d. Was this money spent out of
loan or out of revenue? ‘The Minister does
not give ua any informatien on this point.
It is of course a sound poliey to spend
from revenue when improving a property like
this, The well supplies water to one end of
the bullock paddoeck, and also to stock ouside,
To whom does the cattle outside belong? If
it belongs to some of the squatters who nre
utilising this water, some inquiry should be
made into the matter. I should alse like to
know if the old game of cattle duffing is
being played in the district. Is any protee-
tion afforded to the Government stock against
dnfing? What provision is made for brand-
ing the eattle? Ts it all hranded cvery vear?
What systom of branding is adopted? Is a
travelling cattle hranding kit used, or are the
cattle brought into the station to he branded?
We do not know how many ‘“mickies’’ thore
are or ““clean sking,’’ or what is heing done
with them iff there are any.  The manager
goes on to say—

By utilising two miles of existing fence
on one sitle and a range of mouutaing wn
the other side, the erection of Ffour miles
of new fencing las enclosed an aren of
over 2500 ncres to form another statlion
paddock.

This is a most important question, that of
horse hreeding, We have had ue infovination
from the Minigter on the point as to what ia
done at this station with regard to the hreed-
ing of horses. Tt lhas been proved that the
hardiness of the Australian horse is un-
cqualled in the world. On the Continent, how-
ever, horses are used for food. T3 the breed
of lorses at Moola Bulla mest adapted for
dranght, or for speed, or for hardiness, or
for food? [ understand there are prospects
of opening up a large trade with the Con-
tivent in Australinn horscflesh, and I suggest
we should cxport our worn-out horses and
secure up to £20 per head for them to he
used as fond, The nuestion arises, should we
cxport such horses alive, or frozen, or tinned?
The Natiounalist ery of ‘'Produce, produce,
profduee, '’ means that one section of the
people are to work their soul-cases out while
another scetion vest in peace. Rut to ntilise
overything in the ecountry, as T suggest in
vonpection swith herseflesh, is trno production,
The manager of the station provided for the
crection of o couple of stockyards last year,
hut their completion was delayed owing to
illness of the contractor. Are those yards
being completed? 1o these Estimates pro-
vide for that work? Or is the work to be
paid for out of T.oan funds? in which ease
I ecannot deal with the matter on these Esti-
mates. What is heing done to earry ount the
manager’s suggestion that a  considerable
stin of money shonld be expended on water
congervation? Have funds been wade avail-
able for that -purpose? They should be. I
now wish to deal with the stock on the sta-
tion, Of whkat breed are the Moola Buila
cattle? The Minister is not present to afford
me that very necessary information. What
number of stock can the station carry per
nere?  Is tiek prevalent on the station?
Would the breeding of horses he more profit-
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able than the breeding of cattle at Moola
Bulla® Who inspects tae station? Have we
up-to-date and experienced drovers there?
The manager reports that the wet season was
vory short and that consequently the grass
became very dry towards the end of the
year. Provision should be made for carrying
on the station when there is no rain at all
Bores should be put down for subterranean
water. Has anything been done in that direc-
tion? We should next year spend a few thous-
and pounds in boring for water there. We
have heard nothing about that from the Min-
ister.© The manager of ~the station
speaks about branding the calves. Where
was the Dbranding donet L iy diffi-
cult for us to understand how it was
done unless the matier iz explained.
There is no explanation in the report.
How many  assistants were necessary,
und what was the final result. The report
goea on to deal with the operations of the
year and it is shown that they finished up the
season after feeding the natives and selling
stock with 300 head more than they started
with. No information is given to us on the
Estimates. The Government say, ‘‘Pass
the Estimates’’ and ‘‘Pass the Bills we sub-
mit’’ and we, like fools, do so. When things
were Hourishing in the country it was possible
to let things go in a haphazard way, but
now, when we are up against it, we should
pay more attention to everything and in
eonnection with trading concerns that sare
proving profitable we should launch out still
further. 1t is a serious matter, too, to find
‘that while we are discussing Estimates in-
volving the expenditure of a considerable
sum of money, Ministers are never in their
places to give information whieh members
may require. Neither ig it possible for us to
get reports which will enable us to deal inm-
telligently with the Estimates. These are
never available until the Bstimates are dis-
posed of. TIn days gone by it was always
possible to study a particular report before
the Estimates were brought dowr, and mem-
bers knew what they wore talking about
when discussing items of expenditure. We
should endeavour to induce Ministers to take
these Estimates seriously. Reverting to the
Moola Bulla station report I find that
the hbreeding of horses there has not
been  so  successful as  was Thoped for,
Numbers have been logst through dis-
case, and it s questionable whether the
right breed was introdueced. The manager
wrote off 35 horses as being dead or mis-
sing. Of course losses must be expected, but
surely not fo this extent. Some inquiry
ought to have been made by the Minister.
We cannot get from the Minister any in-
formation in regard to these losses. I should
like to know how long it is since the last
mustering, I am pleased to learn that the
manager of the station is going in for tan-
ning with a view to utilising the raw
material. Tt would be interesting to know
whether there are any sheep on the station,
and whether any experimental grain plots have
been tried. Given the artesian water, there
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should be no diftieulty in growing Japancse
millet and other grasses. The millet was
tricd in the eastern distriets with eonsider-
able success. I notice from the manager’s
report that an aboriginal woman, Froghol-
low Nellie, employed in the tannery took ill
and died. The reading of this unfortunate
incident serves to dircet attention to the
omission .to show how many employees are
engaged in that tannery, and whether or not
it is conducted in accordance with the pro-
vigions of the Factories Act. According to
the report, the wvanal Christmas sports were
held and the prizes provided, knives, toma-
lawks, razors, belts, handerchiefs, eombs,
heads, looking-glasses, lollies, ete., were
greatly appreciated. Now I shounld like to
know who got the tomahawk,
Mr. Jones: Who ought to get it?

Mr. HOLMAN:* Did@ the Minister have
an opportunity to distribute fthe prizes, If
the member for the district was unable to be
there, the Minister should have been invited.
e would have ‘done better work there than
he has done in his own department, and in -
introdveing the Xstimates, he would have
been able to speak more intelligently thon he
has done to-night. Moocla Bulla station is an
important proposition becavse it iz not only
a profit-making eoneern, but is respousible
for the welfare of the aborigines. The very
faet that razors, looking glasses, ote.,, were
digtributed to the natives shows that they
are being trained in the ways of civilisation,
though perhaps it would have been more
economical to send a good barber up there.
There is another point worthy of considera-
tion. Razors might not be safe in the hands
of these natives, Does the Minister think it
wisc to give them razors and tomahawks? Of
course, lollies would be all right. The report
states that, after the sports, the bulk of the
natives dispersed for their usval walk about
during the wet season. What is this usual
walk about? Why did not the Minister tell
us what o walk sbout is9 He should be in his
place now to tell us. We have the further
informativn that 150 blankets were dis-
tributed.

Mr. Brown: There is no mention of the
quality of the blankets.

Mr. HOLMAN: No. Could not a few
sheep be sent to the station so that they
would have the necessiry wool to manufae-
ture the blankets on the spot? BSo long as
the natives received the wvalne of their out-

put, there should be no eause for com-
plaint  and we night thus be able
to prove that industries could be

suceessfully built up in this part of the
country. Ministers do not appreciate launeh-
ing out. All they say is, ‘*We are going to
have a deficit; we cannot do anything, we
want 2 Commisgion to inquire into matters.”’
They do not eare whether this station is
successful or otherwise. That 18 why T am
entering my protest. The sooner members
realise that the finaneial position is serious
the hetter it will be for the State. If the
station wers worked seriously, it could be
made sneeesaful in many directions. It hag
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becn a financial success in the past, but if it
were opened up and worked in a proper way
po one knows what the possibilities might
be; but no effort ia made. I regret that the
Estimates should have been introduced in
this manner and that so little consideration
ghould have been shown to members. The
Govornment want the whole lot passed with-
out a word of inquiry.
Mr. Brown: And

even in his seat.
Mr, HOLMAN: The time for tomfoalery
If we can make a suc-

has long since past.
cess of this station we can make g succesd of
our undertakings in many other directions,
In conclusion, I hope the interests of the
aborigines will be attended to. If Ministers
in their administrative capacity cannot look
after tho aborigines, the time has come when
they should be put out of office and others
put in their places.

the Ministel: i3 not

[Mr. Foley resuned the Chair.]

Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [10.59]: The
Committee is cntitled to a statement from
the Minister regarding this vote. Members
and the country are indebted to the member
for Murchison for the intereating and able
manner in which he has dealt with the whole
subjret of the Moola Bulla station. It is re-
markable that a really important business
undertaking lise this should be passed by
without any details being given regarding it.
and I must protest against that method of
depling with it. This is the only cattle
station in Western Australia that is owned
by the State, and it is of vital interest to
the entire community, The extension of the
pringiple of the State ownership of cattle
stations would mean 2 cheaper gupply of
meat to the people. It is not fair to pasd
this by in a cavalier fashion. This is the
first yoar in which a profit haa been made,
and it offers a favourable opportunity for
the Minister to say what he intends to do
with regard to aborigines cattle stations for
the future. The diractor of abovigines in his
report hos recommended the establishment
of another station in the West Kimberley
distriet. Does the Minister intend to follow
up that suggestion? In Queensland there
are no fewer than 12 of these cattle stations,
and for the year ended June lask these
ghowed a profit of £43,975. In view of the
high price of meat in the metropolitan and
goldfields arens, something might be done in
the direction of externding the principle in
this State as it has been done in Queensland.
This station offers an excellent method of
providing for the natives of the State. It
is better to employ them in this way than
to allow them to work for the squatters for
nothing, cxcept a little meat and damper.
The report shows that 40. natives are em-
ployad on stations. Are they paid or do they
work for their tockeri The Government
should be model employers in this direetion,
and I trust we are not exploiting these 40
natives. The report also refers to the num-
ber of natives who are fed and to whom
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blankets are isgued during the year. The
Estimates do not show whether the cost of
feeding and clothing the natives is debited
against tlhe profits of thé station, It is
to be regretted that there is now no Minister
for the North-West, That the principle of
having suech a Minister bore fruit is shown
by the fact of nurses having been seat by
the Presbyterian mission to the Moola
Bulla, distriet, The management of the
place is shrouded in.mystery. There is a
tannery on the station, and a native woman
who was working thera died in childbirth.
Can this work in the tannery be eonsidered
a fit oceupation for a woman?  Should
native women be allowzd to be employed
there? It is heavy work for which women
are not physically suited. X¥ad the fact
that this woman was working in the tan-
nery anything to do with ler having died
in this way% The Minister should give us
full information on all these points.

The Premier: What do you want to
know?

Mr. JONES: I want to know whether the
Government intend to carry out the recom-
mendations of the Protector of Aborigines
to extend this cattle station, whether the
natives employed there are pzid, and whe-
ther the cost of providing for indigent
natives on the station comes out of the
profits of the station or is debited to the
general Aborigines vote.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham—in reply) [11.13]: In reply to the
hen, member’s questions, I woul¢ say that
it may be necessary to extend the prineiple
of these State cattle stations, The sole ob-
jeet for which this station was purchased
was to provide a place in which the natives
would be cared for. I do not think the
natives who work on the station are paid,
but they are fed. We have to set aside
£10,000 for the purpese of feeding the
patives, who are properly looked after. It
may he necessary to open other small sta-
tions in order that the natives may De
civilised, and in order that other scttlers
may go into the country which is now in-
fested with dangerous natives. The revenue
expended on the natives comes out of the
proceeds of the station, and, in addition,
numbers of cattle are killed in order to feed
the natives.

General debate corcluded; items diseussed
as follows:—

Item, Manager,
£2,474,

My, JONES: The manager of the sta-
tion (Mr. Haly) was temporarily trans-
ferred to the Wyndham freezing works.
How loug was he employed at the freezing
works, and was the station allowed to go
on without a manager while he was away?

The Premier: The station was properly
manned,

Mr, TONES: I am anxious that the Agri-
cuitural Department should not take a cap-

temporary labour, ete,
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able officer away from his position in order
to suit their own requircments.

The Premier: It was necessary for the
manager to go to Wyndham in econnection
with the purchase’ of eattle for the works

Mr. JONES: Has he left yetf

The Premier: He is in Perth on leave.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Albany eold stores, £1,010; Avon-

dale and Harvey esiates, £1,850; Butter
factories, £19,259;  Electricity  supply,
£30,662; Goldfields Water Supply under-

taking, £120,945; Government refrigerating
works, £3 455—ngreed to.

Vote—Kaligoorlie abattoirs, £3,455.

Mr, LUTEY: On the last oecasion that
the Estimates were before us I referred to
the question of the change house at the
abattoirs, At that time the Premier pro-
miged to look into the matter, but the same
state of affairs still exists. There is plenty
of hot water and other conveniences, and
with a little cxpense the men would be en-
abled to change comfortably instead of
dotng 0 in the dead house and having their
erib in the dead house. I hope that some-
thing will be done to make things better
than they are at present.

The Premier: I will promise yon that.

Mr. LUTEY: The other promise was not
carried out.

The Premier; If yon remind me I will
Jeeep my promise.

Vote put and passed.
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1117 pmm.

———————
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers,

RESOLUTION—PEACE.
His Majesty’s Thanks.

The PRESIDENT: T have received from
His Excellency the Governor the following
Message;—

The Governor has the honour to inform
the Hon. the President of the Legislative
Council that a copy of the resolution
passed by the Council on the 31st July last
has been laid befere His Majesty the King,
and that he has been commanded to con-
vey to the hom. members of the Council
His Majesty’s thanks for their message of
cougratulation. (Sgd.) William Elligon
Macartney.

BILL—PUBLIC ELEMENTARY
EDUCATION ACTS AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Education,
and read a first time.

STANDING ORDEERE SUSPENSION.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATICN
‘(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—TEast) [434]: 1
move—

That for the remainder of the session the
provisions of Standing Order No. 62 be
suspended.

Thiz is the Standing Order which prohlb:ts
the taking of new business after 10 o’clock,
Question put and passed.

SITTING DAY, ADDITIONAL.

The MINISTER ¥OR TEDUCATION
(Hom. H, P, Colebatch—East) [4.35]:
move—

That for the remainder of the session
the Fouse shall sit on Fridays in overy
week ‘at 4.30 p.m., unless otherwise or-
dered, in addition to the usnal sitting days
as pnowded by Standing Order Ny, 48.



